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Preempting Haman’s Shekalim

The Gemara (Megillah 13b) states that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
1"7pw7 1n'7pw 0 Tpn — He preceded Haman's shekalim with Klal
Yisrael's shekalim. Haman wanted to pay money to Achashverosh
for Klal Yisrael, so Hakadosh Baruch Hu ensured that Parshas
Shekalim would be read before Purim so that our shekalim
could preempt the shekalim of Haman.

Yet the money that Haman paid would seem to be a trivial part
of the story: He wanted to pay money to convince Achashverosh
to allow him to annihilate Klal Yisrael, and Achashverosh didn't
want to take the money. What was so significant about Haman'’s
paying money — or wanting to pay money — that required Klal
Yisrael to donate their machatzis hashekel first?

A similar, perhaps even stronger question can be asked about
the message Mordechai sent to Esther via Hasach, in which
he informed her of everything that happened to him — 73 nx
1MP Ywx — and then about the money that Haman wanted to
pay: 10Jn Nw19 NxI. Didn't “everything that happened” include
the detail of the proposed payment, among the other aspects
of Haman'’s plan to annihilate the Yidden? Why is the money
described as a separate saga — 10Jn NW1Y — as if it's not even
part of the story? What makes this even more puzzling is that
in the end Haman didn't even pay the money. So why was this
saga of the money singled out, if it never even came to pass?
Clearly, Haman's desire to pay the money was significant enough
for Mordechai to notify Esther about it separately, not as part
of “everything that happened.”

Tosafos (Megillah 16a) raise another interesting point about
Haman'’s offer of money. He wanted to pay 703 133 0978k NWy,
which is equivalent to half a shekel for every Yid. (Six hundred
thousand half-shekels amount to precisely 703133 097K NWY.)

Clearly, then, the money that Haman wanted to pay was not
merely a lump sum of shekalim corresponding to the shekalim
of Klal Yisrael in general, but rather a precise amount calibrated
to the machatzis hashekel for each individual Yid.

Why did Haman want to pay specifically a machatzis hashekel?
And why do we pay specifically a machatzis hashekel?

Before we explore that, let us focus on another intriguing aspect
of Tosafos’s chiddush: The money that Haman wanted to pay
Achashverosh was not in order to get Achashverosh to agree to
his decree; rather, he was paying Achashverosh for the Yidden
— in the language of Tosafos, he was being nT19 them from
Achashverosh. The purpose of this payment was not to bribe
or persuade Achashverosh to sign on the decree; rather, it was
a per capita payment.

What was the significance of Haman's “buying” the Yidden from
Achashverosh for a machatzis hashekel?

The Mishnah states (Sanhedrin 37a):

0NN NIYI0N NNJ VA0 OTXW ,XIN 7112 WITPN 7W IN7171 TINY7

73 V20 K10 712 WITPN 0'3700 370 1701,0T7 AT NIT 1713 - TNK
73 73797 10"2AN7 nNIT NN TRX KT TWKIN OTX 7W 1NN1NA 07X
071UN X12J '7'2W2 :N17 2N TNKT TNK.

Chazal are teaching that Hakadosh Baruch Hu's greatness is
manifest in His ability to stamp each human being with the
same imprint, that of Adam Harishon, and produce individuals
who are all unique. In contrast, when a person mints coins using
the same mold, they are all identical.

Consequently, the Mishnah continues, a person is obligated
to declare: The world was created for my sake! I'm a unique
event that never before occurred and will never happen again.

The Mishnah is expressing two distinct ideas here. One is that
a human being is compared to a coin. The second is that each
person is a unique, one-time event; Hakadosh Baruch Hu creates
each of these “coins” as a one-time mint edition.

A coin, the Gemara teaches in Perek Hazahav of Bava Metzia,
has two aspects to it: the chomer — the actual material used
to produce the coin, and the tzurah — the stamp imprinted
on it. The word for coin, matbei’a, originates from the word
for “stamp,” which reflects the spiritual value of the coin. The
chomer (material) and tzurah (stamp) on the coin form one unit,
just as a human being — who is compared to a matbei'a — is
a single unit of chomer, the body, and tzurah, the neshamah
stamped onto it.

Chana declared, in her tefillah, 137p7x3 11X 'K, which the Gemara
expounds to mean, 137783 11X 'K — the Eibishter is the ultimate
artist. He gives a tzurah to afar — 19un 1Mo 07K — and that
tzurah is the neshamah, which lends purpose to the guf in much
the same way a picture of George Washington gives a tzurah
to a piece of metal and turns it into a quarter.

As the Gemara teaches, Hakadosh Baruch Hu has a mint, a
conveyor belt where the earth passes as He stamps each
individual with a unique imprint. Rashi there explains the
significance of a person recognizing his own uniqueness: This
will motivate him to refrain from sinning, because he will grasp
the incredible weight of his actions — his mitzvos, his speech,
his thoughts, and, of course, his aveiros.

So the uniqueness of a human being is comparable to a coin
because it represents a specific combination of guf and
neshamah, just as a coin combines chomer and tzurah.

The Maharal (Gur Aryeh, Parshas Terumah) notes that the shekel
was equivalent to 20 geirah, so a machatzis hashekel was ten
geirah. He sees significance in this based on the Gemara’s
teaching in Niddah that there are three partners in a person —
his father, his mother, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu. The father and
mother each give the child five physical parts, while Hakadosh
Baruch Hu gives ten parts, including the ruach, as well as the
faculties of vision and hearing. The Maharal describes the ten
parts that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives as 0'wi1Tjp 0"w9l. These
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ten parts correspond to the machatzis hashekel, the shekel being
the totality of the person, who is composed of twenty parts.

We know from the Mishnah in Sanhedrin that a human being
is compared to a coin. The machatzis hashekel corresponds
to the neshamah, encompassing the ten spiritual aspects that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives. That, says the Maharal, is why
the machatzis hashekel was contributed toward the korbanos
tzibbur, whose function was 0Jmiw9) 7y 1937 — to atone for
the neshamah.

On the words 110" 01, in Parshas Ki Sisa, Rashi teaches that the
machatzis hashekel is a matbei'a shel eish — a fiery coin that
Chazal say comes from under the Kisei Hakavod, representing
the neshamah of a Yid, the ruchniyus half of his being.

Based on Tosafos's statement that the money Haman wanted to
give Achashverosh was not to convince him to agree to kill the
Yidden but rather payment of a machatzis hashekel per head
for the Yidden themselves, the Shem MiShmuel observes that
Achashverosh was actually selling Klal Yisrael.

But how is it possible to sell Klal Yisrael? Achashverosh was
able to sell Haman only their guf, not their neshamah. A person’s
spirit cannot be owned by anyone else. So if Haman was buying
the Yidden from Achashverosh, it means Achashverosh was
selling their bodies, their chitzoniyus. The Shem MiShmuel
explains that this was possible because the Yidden sinned
by enjoying Achashverosh’s feast — this was the cheit that
caused Haman's gezeirah. They became mired in gashmiyus,
they sunk into hedonism, and they became megusham, so their
guf became dominant. Once that happened, they were for sale,
because unlike the neshamah, the guf can fall under the control
of an outside party.

We can explain, then, that because the Yidden partook of

Achashverosh’'s feast and emphasized their own gashmiyus,
Haman was able to “buy” their guf with a machatzis hashekel,
corresponding to the ten physical parts of a person.

Chazal's statement that Hakadosh Baruch Hu preceded Haman's
shekalim with Klal Yisrael's shekalim — 1"7pw7 |n'7pw ov1pn —
can now be understood on a deeper level. We give our shekalim
0J'MIwYI 7¥ 1937, giving expression to the matbei'a shel eish,
the machatzis hashekel that represents our neshamah, our
inner, spiritual core.

The matbei'a shel eish, signifying the ten parts of a person that
the Eibishter gives, not only created a counterbalance for the
machatzis hashekel that Haman gave, but also was mesakein
the very concept that Klal Yisrael could be sold: In reality, we
can't be sold for money.

When Mordechai sent his message to Esther, he was conveying
that besides 1N "W 73, besides everything that happened, an
additional degradation of Klal Yisrael had occurred: the nw1g
11030, the fact that Haman wanted to pay money to “buy” Klal
Yisrael, as if they were for sale by the pound, or by the head.
With this depiction, Mordechai was expressing to Esther the
severity of the gezeirah: not only did all this happen, but beyond
that, Klal Yisrael has sunk so low that they could actually be
sold for a machatzis hashekel representing the guf.

But that is precisely why Hashem arranged for our shekalim to
precede those of Haman. The tikkun for his would-be purchase
was for us to find in ourselves the spiritual core, the pnimiyus,
the matbei'a shel eish, the chelek Eloka mimaal. That was the
beginning of the rectification for Klal Yisrael's partaking of the
seudah of Achashverosh, for it declared that Klal Yisrael is holy,
Klal Yisrael is spiritual, Klal Yisrael is connected to the Eibishter.

Gut Shabbos and a freilichen Purim.
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