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In the Merit of Mesirus Nefesh

A basic question can be asked about Parshas Vayakhel—
Pekudei. When it comes to halachos that are relevant
every single week, the Torah is extremely sparse with
its words. Very few pesukim are devoted to discussing
hilchos Shabbos at the beginning of Parshas Vayakhel,
even though we have a large masechta called Shabbos,
largely based on Chazal's derashos and instances of
halachah leMoshe miSinai.

Yet when it comes to the Mishkan, the parshiyos of
Terumah and Tetzaveh are devoted to discussing, in
detail, the instructions for building the Mishkan and its
keilim, as well as the creation of the bigdei kehunah. Then
we have the parshiyos of Vayakhel and Pekudei, where
the Torah tells us, again in great detail, that everything
was done exactly as it was meant to be done. This could
really have been encapsulated in a single passuk; the
Torah could have told us, n N1X WK 737 1wy, Why do
we need this chazaras hashiur, in which each aspect of
the Mishkan— the kerashim, the chatzer, the begadim
and so on — are described in such great detail?

Rabbeinu Bechaye explains that this is because Hakadosh
Baruch Hu wanted to show the chavivus He has for Klal
Yisrael. Klal Yisrael had sinned, and HaKadosh Baruch
Hu accepted their teshuvah, but they never returned to
their madreigah at Mattan Torah. One might have thought,
then, that Klal Yisrael would feel dejected and unhappy.
But we see that this was not the case. They received the
command to build the Mishkan, and within a day all the
necessary materials were collected. We see that Klal
Yisrael wanted to do the ratzon of Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. They came with zerizus, with chavivus. In response,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu says: “You showed your chavivus
for Me — | will show My chavivus for you.”

That is why we have two additional parshiyos telling us
in detail how Klal Yisrael built the Mishkan.

The Brisker Rav teaches a beautiful idea, based on the
Gemara in Bechoros that discusses whether it is possible
to achieve an entirely precise measurement (efshar
letzamtzem), or whether ultimately every measurement
is, to some extent, approximate (ee efshar letzamtzem).

The nafka mina of this discussion, says the Gemara,
relates to the Mishkan and its keilim, for which the Torah
prescribes exact measurements: an amah, 2.5 amos, and

soon. Ifit's not possible to achieve an exact measurement,
then Klal Yisrael could not have fulfilled the Torah’s ratzon.
[t must be, then, that when we are instructed to use a
precise measurement, a human being can achieve that
exact measurement.

The Gemara rejects this proof, however, arguing that when
the Eibeshter gave this command, He took into account
the human inability to achieve absolute precision. In
other words, when He commanded that the Aron should
be 2.5 amos long, He meant that we should aim for the
precise length to the best of our ability, but if the final
length would be a bit longer or shorter, that would also
be acceptable.

About Betzalel, the passuk states: On7x N1 iNK X701
NJIX7n 7321 nYT21 nJ1ana nnJna. Noting that Betzalel
was a craftsman, the Brisker Rav wonders why it was
necessary for him to be filled with ruach Elokim, which
means a spirit of nevuah, as Targum Yonasan teaches.
Why did Betzalel have to be a navi?

The Brisker Rav answers by pointing to a passuk at
the end of Parshas Pekudei. Earlier, the Torah tells us
many times, NWNNX N NX WK 733 7810 J21WY. Yet
after everything is finished, we find this very repetitive
statementIWXI ANK WY NINT NIXTAN 7I DX DLW X1
1WY 13 ‘N NIX. What is the meaning of this repetition?

The Brisker Rav explains that even though Hakadosh
Baruch Hu's command could have been fulfilled had
the builders not managed to achieve the precise
measurements, in the end, Moshe Rabbeinu saw that
everything had been done exactly as Hakadosh Baruch
Hu had commanded. How was that humanly possible?
The above Gemara seems to reject the possibility that
a human can achieve that level of precision! The Brisker
Rav explains that this is why Betzalel had to be filled
with a spirit of nevuah — ruach Elokim. Only through
nevuah could Betzalel build the Mishkan using the precise
measurements dictated to Moshe Rabbeinu.

This is a beautiful vort. But what does this have to do
with us? Betzalel was zocheh to nevuah, but we're very
far away from it!

A beautiful Yerushalmi in Pe’ah (1:1), indicates how the
Brisker Rav’s insight is indeed relevant to us.

The Yerushalmi relates that there was a takanah made
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in Usha that one who wishes to distribute money to
tzedakah should not spend more than a fifth of his assets.
Now, there may be some exceptions, such as for Torah,
but in general the takanah applies — its goal being that
a person should not give away too much of his money
and become impoverished himself.

The Yerushalmithen quotes Rabban Gamliel as instructing
someone, similarly, not to donate more than a fifth of his
assets to tzedakah, and then notes that Rabban Gamliel
predated the takanah made by the beis din in Usha. Why,
then, is this takanah attributed to them?

The Gemara answers that this takanah did indeed predate
the beis din in Usha, but it had been forgotten, until certain
individuals merited to restore the takanah.

How does this come about? The Yerushalmi states: 7Tn77
OMpNN XN 17V W93 1IN '"TN'Aw 127 7JW. When a beis
din is moser nefesh, when they exert themselves for a
particular matter, it endures.

There's an Eibeshter in the world, and He wants Torah
to endure. Therefore, even though it might seem that a
later generation is not on the same madreigah as those
that preceded it, and they may have forgotten certain
halachos, Hakadosh Baruch Hu makes sure that they
should remember. What happens is that those who exert
themselves are zocheh to restore the lost halachos, as
they were told to Moshe at Sinai.

This is not merely a maaseh rav, or a tale of tzaddikim;
the Yerushalmiteaches this as a derashah from a passuk
in our parshah: NX NWY NTINT NYN7 1IN 127K ]2 787X
nwn NX N NIX WK 73. 1t doesn't say that Betzalel did
everything that Moshe commanded him; it says that he
did everything that Hakadosh Baruch Hu commanded
Moshe, implying that he fulfilled even those details that
Moshe heard from Hakadosh Baruch Hu but did not
transmit to him. Betzalel was zocheh to perceive the
daas of the Ribbono Shel Olam even without hearing
what He had commanded.

We see from here that a person who is moser nefesh,
exerting himself to fulfill Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s will,
receives special siyatta d'Shmaya: not only does he not
err, but he manages to do all that needs to be done.

Rav Chatzkel Levenstein was once giving a shmuess, and
he asked, why is it that the olam doesn’'t want to learn
mussar? One might answer, he said, that it's because
it's difficult. But that's not true, he continued. If | would

instruct everyone to fast for half a day, I'm sure many
more people would listen to me, more than the number
of people who learn mussar, even though fasting is
objectively more difficult.

So what does the olam have against mussar? He explained
that people love the Eibeshter and are happy to do things
for Him — but they want to feel that they are accomplishing
something. When a person fasts, even though fasting
is just the absence of eating rather than a positive act,
when he breaks the fast, he feels accomplished: “| fasted
for the Ribbono Shel Olam.”

And if, for instance, he goes to the mikveh, he feels, “I
toiveled for the Eibeshter.”

But when a person learns mussar, he doesn't feel that
same sense of accomplishment. Rav Chatzkel related
that he asked a chashuveh bachur, “Why don't you want
to learn mussar?”

‘I know already,” replied the bachur. “Noch a mol gaavah,
noch veiter emunah.” I'm going to learn about gaavah
again, and more about emunah?

When we learn mussar, we don't feel that we're doing
anything. We're willing to do for the Eibeshter, but we
need to feel accomplished.

This is a profound insight into human nature.

The term yegiah implies toil that does not necessarily
yield immediate results, as the Gemara tells us, My
NMXXNT — one who invests the effort will find results in
the end. But it's the yegiah that the yetzer hara tries to
prevent, stopping a person from working on himself and
putting in effort even when the results are not immediately
apparent.

Who are those who are zocheh to perceive the truth of
the Torah? It's the ones who are moser nefesh, which
means that they give up their own ratzon and do not seek
to compile a list of accomplishments. Those people, who
give their ratzon over to the Eibeshter, will be in sync with
the daas of the Ribbono Shel Olam, and they're the ones
who will be zocheh to perpetuate Torah in Klal Yisrael.

The yetzer hara does not want that, and therefore he
tries to prevent us from investing yegiah.

Perhaps the ruach nevuah that Betzalel was zocheh to is
something that is relevant to all of us. When we are moser
nefesh for the Ribbono Shel Olam’s ratzon, He gives us
daas and helps us align our perception with the emes.
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