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Miami, FL - 7:14

Monsey, NY -6:50
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Baltimore, MD -7:00
Brooklyn, NY -6:50

Chicago, IL - 6:42

Houston, Texas - 7:14
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London, UK -5:58

Los Angeles, CA -6:46
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Daas-Filled Days

Parshas Vayikra begins: 1"7x N 02T nWnN 7& X171
NX7 Tyin 7oxn. Chazal observe that the Torah first
states that Hashem called to Moshe, and then it
says that He spoke to him from the Ohel Moed. The
Midrash draws a fascinating conclusion from this
passuk: N210 N72INVUTIA KW OIN T'N7N 73 1NMNK 1IN
1IN — any talmid chacham who does not possess
daas, a carcass is better than him.

The Midrash goes on to bring a proof:

O'X'1JN "AX NNINN "AX NWNN TN71 XX [JW 77 YN
071XN1 O'01 NNJ WY 1T 7U1 OMIXAN 7KW XXINW
O'WN [N NN TN 01NN "NWYT N'7V1 110 O 7Y NIXK1IT
XIPW TV 0719711197 0133 X71 1JWNN NIXK7N] PJOYNII
12T NWN 7K KIPINKIW 17,

Moshe Rabbeinu was the “father of wisdom” and
the greatest of the nevi'im; he led Bnei Yisrael from
Mitzrayim, he performed tremendous miracles, he
split the sea, he brought the Torah down, and he
built the Mishkan. Nevertheless, he did not enter
the Mishkan until Hashem called him: nwn 7x 11

What is this quality of daas that Moshe possessed,
by which he restrained himself from entering the
Mishkan until he was summoned?

R’ Wolbe observes, in Pirkei Kinyan Daas, that we
could translate daas as awareness. A person with
daas is aware of what he is doing and thinks before
he acts, rather than acting robotically. This is relevant
to all aspects of a person’s life. In davening we refer
to this as kavanah, which means paying attention to
what we are saying, not just saying the words by rote.

In speaking to others, it means paying attention to
what you are saying and not just letting the words
tumble out of your mouth.

R’ Wolbe emphasizes that a person can spend his
entire day speaking and doing, davening and learning,
without ever paying attention to what he's doing. He
said the words when he was davening and learning,
but his mind wasn't there. He discussed things with
other people but he wasn't really thinking about what
he should say and should not say. It's possible that
the entire day went by without him ever using the
quality of daas.

On the other hand, | would think it's possible for a
person to use his daas the entire day. They say that
R" Avigdor Miller was once asked: What would you do
if you were told that this was your last day to live? He
answered that it would depend what time it is: If it's
seven o'clock in the morning I'd be davening. If it's
eight o'clock in the morning I'd be eating breakfast.
If it's nine o'clock in the morning I'd be starting my
first seder. If it's ten o'clock I'd be giving my shiur. He
went through the entire day this way, enumerating
his daily schedule hour by hour.

In other words, he lived every day as if it were his
last day. He would not have changed anything had he
known that it was indeed his last day, because he had
thought through what he was doing at every time of
the day and each step was done with an awareness
of, “This is what | should be doing at this time.” Had
he known that he had a thousand days left to live,
ten thousand days left to live, or only one day left to
live, he would have planned his day the same way.

| once asked the rosh yeshiva, R" Nosson Tzvi Finkel,
why Yaakov Avinu was punished for failing to fulfill
the mitzvah of kibbud av va’em for the twenty-two
years he was away from his parents’ home. During
the seven years that he was working so that he could
marry Rachel, wasn't he actually fulfilling his mother’s
instruction to him? In fact, regarding the words Yaakov
told Lavan, nJ0jpn M2 7012 0MIW vaw 772YK, Rashi
comments that these are the yamim achadim that
his mother, Rivka, had referred to when she told him,
0'TNX 0N 1AY DU

She had advised Yaakov to run away because Eisav
was furious that he had taken the berachos, and to
stay with her brother Lavan for yamim achadim —
a small amount of time — until Eisav would calm
down. So when Yaakov offered to work for seven
years for Rachel, he was merely echoing his mother’s
directive to him. As proof that he did indeed fulfill
this instruction, the Torah attests that the years
he worked for Rachel passed so swiftly that they
seemed to him like yamim achadim: 70712 2py? Tay1
O 0TI 1Y 10T 0IW VA

Why, then, were these years included in the tally of
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years that Yaakov was considered not to have fulfilled
the mitzvah to honor his parents?

R’ Nosson Tzvi gave me a very enlightening answer.
He said that Yaakov Avinu felt that those were the
yamim achadim that his mother had mentioned —
but that's because he was thinking about this from
his own perspective. Had he placed himself into his
mother’s shoes, he would have realized that seven
years is not yamim achadim. For a mother who misses
her son, seven years is not what she meant when
she said yamim achadim.

With this insight in mind, we can better appreciate
what daas is.

In the realm of bein adam lachaveiro, daas means
being aware of the other person’s reality, whether it's
a spouse, a child, a neighbor, a chavrusa, a colleague,
or a friend. Whoever it is, there's another person here.
If | put myself into his shoes and take his perspective
into account, I'll certainly act differently.

This lesson of daas is something a person should
bear in mind as he enters the pre-Pesach period,
as it's highly relevant to Pesach cleaning and to the
interactions a person has over the course of Yom
Tov and the preceding days, especially with one’s
relatives who are visiting or hosting him.

At times, Pesach cleaning can become stressful. A
lot of cleaning has to get done and if a bit of chametz
gets dragged all over the house, a person can become
really upset and possibly even lose control.

But if a person has daas, he will realize: What am
| trying to do? I'm trying to clean my house from
chametz. Why? Why are we so makpid on even a
crumb of chametz? The Rishonim already point out
that the Torah and Chazal were not this scrupulous
about any other issurim Why is chametz different?
The Rishonim explain that it's because chametz
symbolizes the yetzer hara, and by eradicating
chametz, we're trying to get rid of the yetzer hara —
which must be eradicated entirely, leaving not even
a crumb of yetzer hara.

If that's our objective, then we certainly should not
bring the yetzer hara into our Pesach cleaning. As
the Apta Rav said, a brekel fun kaas is worse than
a brekel fun chametz — a crumb of anger is worse

than a crumb of chametz.

The truth is that they're both the same thing. Anger
is the yetzer hara and chametz is the yetzer hara. If
we would bear this in mind as we're cleaning, and
maintain this awareness of what we're actually trying
to do, we would realize how contradictory it is to
bring the yetzer hara inside while trying to get rid of
the yetzer hara. This awareness will give a person
a different perspective as he'’s cleaning.

Pesach — and perhaps the entire month of Nissan
—is atime when families get together. Parents host
their children, and children host their parents. Those
whose children are visiting from Eretz Yisrael might
be hosting them for weeks on end. The parents might
wonder: Why do the kids expect us to cater to them
for weeks while they don't help out at all? And the
children might think how uncomfortable they are,
stuck in a room without many of the things they
need. Or they might be wondering, Why can't they
give me the other car?

If each person were to put themselves in the shoes
of the other, they might have a different perspective.
The parents could think about their children coming
home from Eretz Yisrael, who are there throughout
the year with no time off, no one to go to for Shabbos.
This has been especially challenging now, during
the war, when the children are home all day with
nothing to do.

And the children could look at their parents, who are
hosting a large crowd, and realize that there may be
many considerations that they may not be privy to.

If everyone would use their daas, then they would be
able to appreciate each other much more and have
a truly freilichen, kosheren Pesach.
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