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On the Doorstep of Redemption

Shabbos Hagadol is discussed in Shulchan Aruch
in siman 430. Often, the siman in Shulchan Aruch
contains a remez to the topic under discussion, and
indeed, 430 represents the number of years from
the Bris Bein Habesarim until Yetzias Mitzrayim, as
the passuk states: O"MYN2A 1AW WK 7XIWT 132 AWiNT
NJW NIXND YAIX] NJW O'W7W. The word nefesh also
has the gematria 430, as a new “soul” of Klal Yisrael
was created, through the process that began with
Bris Bein Habesarim and culminated with Yetzias
Mitzrayim, which led to the declaration of naaseh
venishma, and the creation of the Mishkan.

I'd like to discuss a point that related to Yetzias
Mitzrayim, but we'll preface it with a story that |
heard about Rav Moshe Sternbuch. At the time, the
surrounding nations were threatening to obliterate
the yishuv in Eretz Yisrael, and Klal Yisrael was
miraculously saved R’ Moshe asked one of the
gedolim in his times what is the proper way to
daven. On one hand, we want to daven that not a
single Yid should be harmed, but on the other hand
we want that there should be a revelation of kevod
Shamayim, and it should be obvious to everyone
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu loves the Yidden and
wants us to keep the Torah. If the victory comes
about in a manner involving those who are not
shomer Torah u'mitzvos, then that might not result
in an increase in kevod Shamayim. How do we
balance that? What should we daven for?

The answer was that you're supposed to daven
as follows. The passuk states (Yeshayah 43:16),
N2'"NJ O'TY 0021 917 072 1niIn, referring to ships
traveling at sea. (This is also reminiscent of current
events, where ships are attempting to travel through
straits.) One ship wants to travel eastward and
another westward, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu, in
His vast wisdom, is able to forge a path through
the mighty waters.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu orchestrates the entire
picture, down to the finest detail of each individual’s

life, as well as the broader circumstances that
affect the public. In truth, each person is really in
his own bubble and his own reality, and requires
his own Yetzias Mitzrayim, besides for the Yetzias
Mitzrayim needed by the klal.

A klal could mean a family, or a yeshiva, or a group,
or a shevet, or the entire Klal Yisrael, but Hakadosh
Baruch Hu knows how to orchestrate everyone's
personal and communal Yetzias Mitzrayim.

| heard a similar idea in the name of Rav Moshe
Shapiro. He noted that a philosophical question
is raised regarding the makkah of dam, in which
the liquid the Yidden drank was water while the
Mitzrim drank blood. The question is, what was the
true nature of the liquid? Was it really blood, and
a miracle was performed for the Yidden causing
it to revert back to water? Or was it really water,
which was transformed to blood for the Mitzrim? R’
Moshe explained that the question itself reflects a
fundamental misunderstanding of the nature of the
makkah, and of Hakadosh Baruch Hu's hanhagah
in general.

In reality, Hakadosh Baruch Hu creates the world
and everything in it, and if His will is that the Yid
should have water to drink while the Mitzri should
have only blood, that's exactly what happens: It's
water for the Yid, blood for the Mitzri. This is how
Hakadosh Baruch Hu gets involved in a general
way and on an individual level, so that every single
Yid should experience a Yetzias Mitzrayim.

This week’s parshah discusses the mitzvah of
korban todah, whose function is to give thanks
to Hashem — which is also the purpose of the
korban pesach. It's interesting to note that the
korban todah is brought with four types of bread,
three of which are matzah and one of which is
chametz. Similarly, the korban pesach is offered
with three matzos, omitting, of course, the bread
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that is chametz: nxXn 1713 nTn N'7'7n.

This question of the Mah Nishtanah can therefore
be understood as follows: On other nights when a
korban todah is eaten, it is accompanied by both
chametz and matzah — thirty loaves of matzah and
ten of chametz. But the korban pesach, which is
also a sort of todah, thanking Hashem, is brought
only with matzah.

The passuk in our parshah states, 0i1jpn2a 7Ixn Nixn
wTp, and the chassidishe sefarim explain that a
person must ensure that the place where he eats
the matzah — his mouth — is a makom kadosh,
which speaks only words of Torah and tefillah and
berachos, and not chas v'shalom other things.
Extending this idea further, the makom kadosh
can also refer to the person’s entire body, including
all of his 248 limbs. He must make them all holy,
so that they should be worthy of eating matzah.
Beyond that, the makom kadosh can mean the
chaburah or home that you're in, the place you
belong to; that too should be a holy place.

If we are able to eat the matzah in a makom kadosh,
then we can have a true leil shimurim. In modern
Hebrew a can of preserved food is called a nogij
o"n'w. Shimurim implies not only protection,
but preservation — we want to preserve this night

so that it should last a long time and so that we
can relive it.

Now, of course, as we go through the Haggadah
and are metzapeh I'yeshuah, the answer to the
questions of the Mah Nishtanah is Avadim Hayinu.
The letters of the word avadim can be rearranged
as an acronym for Jn'wn 7712V "W ]2 71T, whom
we're waiting to hear from. Every year we are
metzapeh I'yeshuah, as we yearn to bring back
the Beis HaMikdash and hashra’as haShechinah.

About the Mishkan the Torah says, 0Jin2a 'njJu,
and in these words the Chida sees a remez to
the two Batei Mikdash. The word 'njJui] can be
read "'n 1JW1, referring to the 410 years that the
first Beis HaMikdash stood, and the letters of
this word can also be rearranged to spell 'jui
J'n, expressing that the second Beis HaMikdash
stood for 420 years.

Perhaps we can add that the gematria of the word
"MIJW1is 786, which is the gematria of the year
1"gwn (the 786th year of the sixth millennium).
We are metzapeh and meyachel that this year, in
1"gwn, whose gematria is "njJwi, we should be
zocheh to O0Jina "MJJWi, andO™nNatn R OW 73X31
o'nogn ni.
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