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Potential for Perfection

Rashi states, at the beginning of the parshah, regarding the
words UMt 'J NUK:

q1V1 NN NN 73 INK OTK 7W INTY'W OWI 'K70W 1IN
71U1 AN NN NN INK NWIZNI 1NN 3 ,NTWKIQ NWYNA.

The previous parshah, Shemini, discussed the tumah and
taharah of animals, while Tazria discusses the tumah and
taharah of people, and Rashi, quoting Vayikra Rabbah,
explains that this follows the sequence of the original briyah,
when the animals were created before people.

Why, indeed, was man was created after the animals? If he
was the purpose of the entire creation, why was he created
last?

Another question relates to the Midrash quoted by Rashi,
which cites the passuk (Tehillim 139) 111X 071 MNK and
explains that man's creation at the end of the briyah is meant
to convey the following message: NNX 17 O"INIX OTX NIT OX
INTP WINT 17 OMNIXK K7 OX1 N'WXKIA Qwyn 737 nnTp — if
man is worthy, then he is told, “You preceded all of creation,”
and if he is unworthy, he is told, “Even a gnat preceded you.”
So whether he preceded or followed the animals depends
on his behavior. In reality, the plan to create him came first,
though his actual creation happened last, but how do we
understand this dichotomy of man being both first and last
in creation?

A third question I'd like to address: why does the mitzvah
of milah appear here, at the beginning of the discussion
of the tumah of man? What connection is there between
milah and tumah?

The Yismach Moshe offers a beautiful insight, on the
passuk in Bereishis 0T nWyJ 0'P7X 1NX'. He cites the
aforementioned Midrash about 110X O0Tp111NK, and quotes
the Sefer Halkarim’'s observation that the Torah states x1"
110 'J 0'p7K regarding each aspect of creation, with the
exception of man. The Sefer Halkarim explains that everything
besides man was created in its ultimate, perfect state. An
animal, for instance, comes into existence in a state of
shleimus; it carries out its tafkid on the day it is born, and
that's essentially how it remains for the rest of its life. It
doesn't change or grow in any significant way.

Man, on the other hand, is created imperfect; he is not yet a
full adam. That's because the purpose of his creation is for
him to work on himself to attain shleimus, and build himself
through Torah and mitzvos. He is not meant to remain the

same as when he is born, or even the same as he was last
year or yesterday; he should constantly grow and perfect
himself. In that sense, when he is born he is inferior to an
animal, because he is imperfect. Therefore, says the Sefer
Halkarim, the Torah does not say ki tov about Adam, since
ki tov can be said only about something that is in a state
of perfection, the way Hashem intended it.

We can add that not only is man incomplete and imperfect
at the outset, but it is also possible that he will corrupt
himself and become a rasha, so we really don't know if he
will turn out tov.

When Hashem said, 0T nwyJ, He phrased this statement in
the plural, even though He actually created Adam Himself, as
the passuk later says, OTxn Nx 07X X121, Chazal, quoted
by Rashi, explain that Hakadosh Baruch Hu consulted, as it
were, with the malachim, to teach us proper, humble conduct:
that a greater individual should take advice from a lesser
individual. The Yismach Moshe explains, however, that the
statement 07X NnWVJ was addressed to Adam himself: “Let
us — the Eibishter and you together — create man.” The first
step of man'’s creation was Hakadosh Baruch Hu's fashioning
of his physical body, but that body is incomplete, and awaits
man's own efforts to perfect it: Will he attain shleimus in this
world by building himself and becoming a talmid chacham,
a person who learns Torah and performs good deeds? So
the personis “made” by the combined efforts of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and himself.

Similarly, regarding the words ni N1 NiT71n n7K, the Midrash
Tanchuma teaches that the main progeny of Noach was
— Noach himself! We generally understand that a person’s
toldos are his children and his maasim tovim, but according
to this explanation of the Midrash, the ultimate product that
a person creates in his life is his own self. What did Noach
have to show for himself in his lifetime? That he made
Noach, turning himself into an adam hashalem.

Returning to our first question — why Adam was created
last — we can now explain that it is because at the time
of his initial creation, man is the lowliest of all creatures.
Every animal is created in a state of shleimus; a monkey or
an elephant is a monkey or an elephant from the day of its
birth until the day it dies. Adam is created incomplete, and
in that sense, he is lower than animals and was therefore
created after them.

YNIN-YN NI | 4 DO P10 N S Nwan awa - waTh N



I ~ AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEK'S PARSHA PREVIEW
P R E V I E W WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

pIB-PpUN WD £ L

As to whether man was really first or last in the briyah, the
answer is that it depends on whether he actually achieves
the shleimus he is meant to attain. If he is worthy —i.e., he
perfects himself — then he becomes greater than anything
else in the universe; he is the nezer habriyah, the crown of
creation. But if is unworthy, then a gnat is more chashuv
than him. The gnat, at least, has attained the shleimus it is
capable of, while he is a gornisht.

Finally, the mitzvah of milah exemplifies man’s role in his own
creation. The Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 2) wonders why, if
Hakadosh Baruch Hu wanted man to be circumcised, did
He create him an arel. He answers that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu wanted man to be the one to perfect the human body,
so He intentionally created him imperfect:

TIN17,J02N O07W 1X12 X71,07TKN T 7V NN7WNN NI'A7 NXA1
W91 NNX O'7WA7 17213 1T 7V 1912 DX O17WN TWKI I 117X
1"N17199 1WINA.

By creating man imperfect, says the Chinuch, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu was hinting that just as he has the power to
perfect his own body through milah, he also has the power
to perfect his soul through his good deeds. The mitzvah of
milah is just the beginning of the work it represents.

That is why, when the Torah begins its discussion of the
tumah of man — which comes after the tumah of animals,
just as in the sequence of the briyah — it opens with the
mitzvah of milah, to hint that man is created with the ability,
and the need, to work to perfect himself.

This insight sheds new light on the berachah we give the baby
atabris: 0210 O'WYN71 N9IN7 N1INY7 013713 N"MA7 01JIW OWI.
We are telling him, “Just as you were zocheh to perfect your
body through the mitzvah of milah, you should be zocheh to
perfect your soul through Torah, marriage, and good deeds.”

The sefarim teach us that the main shleimus a person can
acquire is through limud haTorah, which transforms the
person from a collection of animalistic traits and impulses
into an adam hashalem, who is in control of his desires.

The Maharal and the Vilna Gaon note that in addition to the
realms of bein adam laMakom and bein adam lachaveiro,
there is also a realm of bein adam I'atzmo. And bein adam
le'atzmo is limud haTorah. Through learning Torah a person
transforms himself; nothing can change a person as much
as learning Torah and make him bigger, better, and entirely
different.

This is reflected in the progression of Sefiras Ha'omer. At
first, on Pesach, we offer the Korban Omer, which is made
of barley — animal fodder. Then, on Shavuos, we offer the
Shtei HaLechem, which is made of wheat — human food,
reflecting our own transformation, which happens through
Kabbalas HaTorah.

We should all be zocheh to prepare ourselves properly for
Kabbalas HaTorah and become bigger and better, as we
acquire the shleimus that limud haTorah confers.
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