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Baltimore, MD - 8:01
Brooklyn, NY -7:54

Chicago, IL - 7:50

Houston, Texas - 7:53
Johannesburg, S. Africa - 5:08
Lakewood/Deal, NJ -7:53
London, UK - 8:40

Los Angeles, CA -7:34

Minneapolis, MN - 8:25
Miami, FL - 7:45

Monsey, NY -7:56
Montreal, Quebec -8:08
Passaic, NJ - 7:55
Toronto, Ontario -8:25
Yerushalayim - 6:58
Zurich, Switzerland - 8:46
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I ~ AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEK'S PARSHA PREVIEW
P R E V I E W WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

Greater than Malachim!

Soon it will be Shavuos, and we will lein Megillas
Rus. We have to learn Rus very well.

There’s a Rashi at the beginning of Rus which says
something very tamuah (astounding). There was
a famine in Eretz Yisroel, and “a man from Beis
Lechem Yehuda” left to go live in Moav. Who was
this man and why did he leave? Rashi quotes Chazal:
“NXINT 7KW YIKND XX TN 03191 0T 71T WY
02N OV NIX 137U NNTW 1IN NINX 90 YIKYT
WiVl 737 1PNnT7", A very wealthy man, the parnas
(leader) of the whole generation, who left Eretz
Yisroel because of tzarus ayin (stinginess); he was
too stingy to give to all the poor people coming to
him on account of the famine. Therefore, he was
punished.

His name was Elimelech. The Megillah doesn't
even want to say his name at first; it just says “A
man went.”

Now, Elimelech was a very chashuve person. His
father was Nachshon ben Aminadav (the first one
to jump into the Yam Suf), his uncle was Aharon
HaKohen, and he was the parnas hador (leader of
the generation). But because of his tzarus ayin, he
was punished — he and his sons were niftar.

The peleh (astonishing thing) is that he was already
the parnas hador, sustaining Klal Yisroel all over
Eretz Yisroel with his wealth. Until the ra’av, he gave
everyone tzedakah. Imagine all the big yeshivos —
Mir, Ponevezh, Chevron — and all the other mosdos
(organizations) in the country coming to him. Every
day he was writing checks. He gave out huge
amounts of money to them, millions of dollars.
And he was supporting daily all the aniyim (poor
people) in Eretz Yisroel for years and years. How
could it be that he suddenly became a tzar ayin?

Rav Brevda explained this in a shmuess. He said
Elimelech had a good reason for leaving Eretz Yisroel:
he wanted more time to learn. All the years, he had
set times for kabalas kahal (public reception), and
the rest of the time he learned. But now, because
of the famine, people were coming to him day and
night, even at two or three in the morning. So, he
said, “I can't stay here like this! | want to learn all

of Shas many times over and know halacha and
poskim. | can't be busy with aniyim all the time and
not learn!” That is how he explained why he left.

But then the question is: What was the teviah (claim)
against him? And why do chazal say that he left
because of tzarus ayin? He wasn't stingy, he just
wanted to learn!

Chazal reveal to us that b'omek nafsho (deep within
himself), there was something else going on. He
really left because of tzarus ayin. He was able to give
to everyone until now, but now it was too much for
him. Elimelech himself may not have even known
this was driving him to leave; he really thought it was
so he could learn more. But in the subconscious,
it was his stinginess, which he always really had;
but was unaware of.

This is a davar nora (amazing thing). Chazal knew
the real reason deep inside of him. But why did he
get punished if he didn't know what was driving him?
He thought he had a good cheshbon (calculation)!

We can explain this with a vort from Rav Shach.
Rav Shach used to speak every year in the Yarchei
Kallah (yearly public learning sessions for working
people and alumni of the yeshiva) in Ponevezh.
One year, he discussed the Gemara in Nedarim
(871a). The posuk in Yirmiyah asks, why was the
Beis HaMikdash destroyed? The Gemara says the
chachomim were asked, but they didn't know; the
nevi'im were asked, but they didn't know; even the
malachei hashareis couldn’'t answer the question.
Finally, Hashem Himself answered: it was because
the Yidden forsook the Torah. The Ran quotes
Rabbeinu Yonah, who says they learned Torah all
the time, but it wasn't lishmah (with pure intentions).

Rav Shach asked a question on this. Why did they
deserve such a harsh punishment for something
so minute that even nevi'im and malachim couldn't
detect? It must be, said Rav Shach, that a person is
capable of looking deep into Soon it will be Shavuos,
and we will lein Megillas Rus. We have to learn
Rus very well.

There's a Rashi at the beginning of Rus which says
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something very tamuah (astounding). There was
a famine in Eretz Yisroel, and “a man from Beis
Lechem Yehuda” left to go live in Moav. Who was
this man and why did he leave? Rashi quotes Chazal:
“NXINYT 7KW YIXN XX A1TA 03191 N 71T WY
O'KAN O7IY2 NIX 137U ANTWL,1'UN NIIX 90 YIKT
Wwivl 137 1pnT7’, A very wealthy man, the parnas
(leader) of the whole generation, who left Eretz
Yisroel because of tzarus ayin (stinginess); he was
too stingy to give to all the poor people coming to
him on account of the famine. Therefore, he was
punished.

His name was Elimelech. The Megillah doesn't
even want to say his name at first; it just says “A
man went.”

Now, Elimelech was a very chashuve person. His
father was Nachshon ben Aminadav (the first one
to jump into the Yam Suf), his uncle was Aharon
HaKohen, and he was the parnas hador (leader of
the generation). But because of his tzarus ayin, he
was punished — he and his sons were niftar.

The peleh (astonishing thing) is that he was already
the parnas hador, sustaining Klal Yisroel all over
Eretz Yisroel with his wealth. Until the ra’av, he gave
everyone tzedakah. Imagine all the big yeshivos —
Mir, Ponevezh, Chevron — and all the other mosdos
(organizations) in the country coming to him. Every
day he was writing checks. He gave out huge
amounts of money to them, millions of dollars.
And he was supporting daily all the aniyim (poor
people) in Eretz Yisroel for years and years. How
could it be that he suddenly became a tzar ayin?

Rav Brevda explained this in a shmuess. He said
Elimelech had a good reason for leaving Eretz Yisroel:
he wanted more time to learn. All the years, he had
set times for kabalas kahal (public reception), and
the rest of the time he learned. But now, because
of the famine, people were coming to him day and
night, even at two or three in the morning. So, he
said, “I can't stay here like this! | want to learn all
of Shas many times over and know halacha and
poskim. | can't be busy with aniyim all the time and
not learn!” That is how he explained why he left.

But then the question is: What was the teviah (claim)
against him? And why do chazal say that he left
because of tzarus ayin? He wasn't stingy, he just
wanted to learn!

Chazal reveal to us that b'omek nafsho (deep within
himself), there was something else going on. He
really left because of tzarus ayin. He was able to give
to everyone until now, but now it was too much for
him. Elimelech himself may not have even known
this was driving him to leave; he really thought it was
so he could learn more. But in the subconscious,
it was his stinginess, which he always really had;
but was unaware of.

This is a davar nora (amazing thing). Chazal knew
the real reason deep inside of him. But why did he
get punished if he didnt know what was driving him?
He thought he had a good cheshbon (calculation)!

We can explain this with a vort from Rav Shach.
Rav Shach used to speak every year in the Yarchei
Kallah (yearly public learning sessions for working
people and alumni of the yeshiva) in Ponevezh.
One year, he discussed the Gemara in Nedarim
(81a). The posuk in Yirmiyah asks, why was the
Beis HaMikdash destroyed? The Gemara says the
chachomim were asked, but they didn't know; the
nevi'im were asked, but they didn't know; even the
malachei hashareis couldn't answer the question.
Finally, Hashem Himself answered: it was because
the Yidden forsook the Torah. The Ran quotes
Rabbeinu Yonah, who says they learned Torah all
the time, but it wasn't lishmah (with pure intentions).

Rav Shach asked a question on this. Why did they
deserve such a harsh punishment for something
so minute that even nevi'im and malachim couldn't
detect? It must be, said Rav Shach, that a person is
capable of looking deep into Soon it will be Shavuos,
and we will lein Megillas Rus. We have to learn
Rus very well.

There's a Rashi at the beginning of Rus which says
something very tamuah (astounding). There was
a famine in Eretz Yisroel, and “a man from Beis
Lechem Yehuda” left to go live in Moav. Who was
this man and why did he leave? Rashi quotes Chazal:
“NXINYT 7AW YIXND XX TR 0191 0T 71T WY
072N O7IY2 NIX 137U DN'TAW L, ]'UN NINX 190 YIKY7
WiVl 137 1PNT7", A very wealthy man, the parnas
(leader) of the whole generation, who left Eretz
Yisroel because of tzarus ayin (stinginess); he was
too stingy to give to all the poor people coming to
him on account of the famine. Therefore, he was
punished.

His name was Elimelech. The Megillah doesn't
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Tzarus Ayin vs. Ahavas Chessed

Soon it will be Shavuos, and we will lein Megillas
Rus. We have to learn Rus very well.

There's a Rashi at the beginning of Rus which says
something very tamuah (astounding). There was a
famine in Eretz Yisroel, and “a man from Beis Lechem
Yehuda” left to go live in Moav. Who was this man
and why did he leave? Rashi quotes Chazal: “ 1wy
19N YIXT7 NXINT 7KW YAIKND XX 1T 0119100 71T
737 JpPNT7 O'AN O™V NIX 1 DNTW L ]TUN NINX
wivl’, A very wealthy man, the parnas (leader) of the
whole generation, who left Eretz Yisroel because of
tzarus ayin (stinginess); he was too stingy to give
to all the poor people coming to him on account of
the famine. Therefore, he was punished.

His name was Elimelech. The Megillah doesn’t even
want to say his name at first; it just says “A man went.”

Now, Elimelech was a very chashuve person. His
father was Nachshon ben Aminadav (the first one
to jump into the Yam Suf), his uncle was Aharon
HaKohen, and he was the parnas hador (leader of
the generation). But because of his tzarus ayin, he
was punished — he and his sons were niftar.

The peleh (astonishing thing) is that he was already
the parnas hador, sustaining Klal Yisroel all over
Eretz Yisroel with his wealth. Until the ra’av, he gave
everyone tzedakah. Imagine all the big yeshivos —
Mir, Ponevezh, Chevron — and all the other mosdos
(organizations) in the country coming to him. Every
day he was writing checks. He gave out huge amounts
of money to them, millions of dollars. And he was
supporting daily all the aniyim (poor people) in Eretz
Yisroel for years and years. How could it be that he
suddenly became a tzar ayin?

Rav Brevda explained this in a shmuess. He said
Elimelech had a good reason for leaving Eretz Yisroel:
he wanted more time to learn. All the years, he had
set times for kabalas kahal (public reception), and
the rest of the time he learned. But now, because
of the famine, people were coming to him day and
night, even at two or three in the morning. So, he said,
‘| can't stay here like this! | want to learn all of Shas
many times over and know halacha and poskim. |
can't be busy with aniyim all the time and not learn!”

That is how he explained why he left.

But then the question is: What was the teviah (claim)
against him? And why do chazal say that he left
because of tzarus ayin? He wasn't stingy, he just
wanted to learn!

Chazal reveal to us that b'omek nafsho (deep within
himself), there was something else going on. He
really left because of tzarus ayin. He was able to give
to everyone until now, but now it was too much for
him. Elimelech himself may not have even known
this was driving him to leave; he really thought it was
so he could learn more. But in the subconscious, it
was his stinginess, which he always really had; but
was unaware of.

This is a davar nora (amazing thing). Chazal knew
the real reason deep inside of him. But why did he
get punished if he didn't know what was driving him?
He thought he had a good cheshbon (calculation)!

We can explain this with a vort from Rav Shach. Rav
Shach used to speak every year in the Yarchei Kallah
(yearly public learning sessions for working people
and alumni of the yeshiva) in Ponevezh. One year,
he discussed the Gemara in Nedarim (81a). The
posuk in Yirmiyah asks, why was the Beis HaMikdash
destroyed? The Gemara says the chachomim were
asked, but they didn't know; the nevi'im were asked,
but they didn't know; even the malachei hashareis
couldnt answer the question. Finally, Hashem Himself
answered: it was because the Yidden forsook the
Torah. The Ran quotes Rabbeinu Yonah, who says
they learned Torah all the time, but it wasn't lishmah
(with pure intentions).

Rav Shach asked a question on this. Why did they
deserve such a harsh punishment for something
so minute that even nevi'im and malachim couldn’t
detect? It must be, said Rav Shach, that a personis
capable of looking deep into himself, into his nefesh,
and figuring out the truth. Klal Yisroel could have
searched inside themselves and done teshuvah.
Rav Shach said that when he thought of this vort
his apartment shook!

Similarly, Elimelech thought he was leaving Eretz
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Yisroel to learn more, but if he would have looked deep
into his nefesh and examined his motives, he would
have discovered the truth, that he was really leaving
because of his tzarus ayin. And he was punished for
that subconscious mistake in his actions.

We learn from here a gevaldige yesod (major principle)
about the nefesh of a person. The motivations for a
person’s actions stem from a deep, inner ratzon (will).
As Yidden, we need to develop this inner ratzon to
want to help others. From The brachah of m7w 0w
we learn that this is within the nefesh of Yidden to
love to do chessed — “Toras chaim v'ahavas chessed.”

We should acquire an ayin tov to seek good for others,
to help other people with whatever they need, both in
ruchniyus and gashmiyus. Klal Yisroel by nature has
three great middos - they are rachmanim (merciful),
baishanim (they are bashful), and gomlei chassadim
(doers of chessed). Elimelech was willing to help
everyone, but only when it wasn't too taxing on his
life. Chessed is supposed to be I'chatchilah (the ideal
option), not just b'dieved (something less than ideal).

| met an old friend, Reb Nochum, who told me a
maaseh nora (amazing story). He was with me in
the Mir when we were bochurim, and he learned
with hasmadah gedolah (great diligence). One day, a
bochur went over to Nochum in the beis medrash and
asked for an asimon, an old phone token. Nochum
said he had one in his room but he's learning now,
he could get it for him later. Afterward, Nochum
wondered if he acted properly. So he went to ask
Rav Elyashiv. (Everyone in the Mir used to go ask
Rav Elyashiv sheilos.)

Rav Elyashiv asked him back, “Why are you learning

Torah? Torah is Toras chessed! Of course you should
get up and get it for him!” Reb Nochum asked what
about N1XNN 11 1103 N1XNA po1un (the rule that one
who is in the middle of a mitzvah does not need to
interrupt it to do another mitzvah)? “That’s only with
other mitzvos, like lulav and sukkah. Limud haTorah
is different because we're lomeid al menas la’asos,
we learn in order to perform the mitzvos!”

We inherited this yesod from Avraham Avinu. He
welcomed the three guests lavishly even though he
was ninety-nine years old and not feeling well after
his bris. He ran to serve them, like the Ramban says,
with tremendous cheshek (desire)! He wanted to
do chessed, and we have to strive for this as well.

Once, we traveled to Bnei Brak to speak to Rav Shach.
| went over to Rav Shach by the mizrach vant (front
wall of a beis medrash) and asked if we could speak
to him. He said we could after Maariv. Right after
Maariv, he came all the way to the back, where |
was, and said, “Let's go.” | couldn't believe it — he
came to get me! He was busy learning and leading
Klal Yisroel and here comes this American avreich
with a shvache (weak) Yiddish, and he pushes away
everything else! | forgot what we even asked him,
but this part | remember: Rav Shach came to me.
Nora! That is ahavas chessed!

In yeshiva, you can pursue chessed with limud Torah.
Let's say you understand pshat in a Ran. Tell the
person next to you! You understand a P'nei Yehoshua,
a Maharsha, you see a new halacha, you have a
new chiddush — tell it over! Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz
would always tell us to share our Torah thoughts
with others. That's ahavas chessed, that's ravcha
d’'shmeitza (lit., expansion of learning).

Megillas Rus opens with a ra’av (famine) in Eretz
Yisroel. Why was there a famine? The Gr'a says it was
because there wasn't enough chessed being done in
the Land. Chazal tell us Elimelech had tzarus ayin.
A form of tzarus ayin means that doing chessed is
like a b’dieved — a person has kabalas kahal for an
hour or two a day, but when people approach him
for help outside those specific hours, he's not so nice
and patient. That is not ahavas chessed. We should
want to do chessed! And when we do chessed with
each other, Hashem does chessed with us.

We should have a big siyata d’'Shmaya to be ohavei
chessed (lovers of chessed) and Hashem should
grant us big yeshuos, geulos and hatzlachah.
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