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Moshe Rabbeinu’s Anavah

At the end of this week’s parshah, the Torah relates
that Aharon and Miriam spoke about Moshe
Rabbeinu, and adds that Moshe was exceedingly
humble: Txn 13y nWn w1 This is actually the
only place in the Torah where Moshe's anavah
is mentioned; it's really the only time the Torah
describes Moshe's middos at all.

The Maharal, as well as Rav Chaim Volozhiner at
the beginning of Ruach Chaim on Avos, observe
that Moshe Rabbeinu’s anavah was the reason that
he was chosen to be the one to receive the Torah.

Rav Chaim Volozhiner explains that the amount a
receptacle can containis a function of the thickness
of its walls. The thicker the walls are, the less
space there is for something to be poured in. The
thinner the walls are, the more space there is to
hold something.

Moshe Rabbeinu’s “container” had almost no
walls. He had practically no “self,” so he was
the greatest mekabel. Rav Chaim Volozhiner
writes that if someone today would possess the
anavah of Moshe Rabbeinu, he would be zocheh
to be mekabel the Torah. The Maharal writes in
countless places that Moshe Rabbeinu’s anavah,
and his hisbatlus to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, made
him zocheh to receive the Torah. Yet the Torah
doesn’t not inform us of Moshe’s anavah in the
context of his ascending Har Sinai and bringing
down the Torah. Instead, it chose to describe his
anavah here, in the context of Miriam’s so-called
lashon hara. Why?

The Rambam (end of Hilchos Tumas Tzara'as)
addresses this difficulty. He explains that when
the Torah warns us to avoid speaking lashon
hara, exhorting us to remember what happened
to Miriam — 0MN7 7'P7X N NWY WK DX 1137 — it
is drawing a kal vachomer from this incident to
other instances of people speaking lashon hara.
He lists five mitigating factors of Miriam’s lashon

hara: She was Moshe’s older sister; she brought
him up; she risked her life to save him from the
water; she did not intend to disparage him, but
merely erred in comparing him to other nevi'im;
and he was not even bothered by what she said,
as the Torah attests here that he was exceedingly
humble. Nevertheless, she was punished, which is
a warning to people who speak real lashon hara.

The Rambam is teaching that the reason the Torah
highlights Moshe’s anavah in this context is to
emphasize that he was not makpid about what was
said about him. Similarly, Rashi here comments
that anav means savlan.

What was Moshe sovel? He was sovel that someone
didn't hold of him, so to speak. That someone
insulted him.

This parallel between anavah and the ability to
be sovel — to tolerate insults — is reflected in the
Gemara’s description of Hillel as well. The Gemara
states (Shabbos 30b): 7K1'7703 1113V OTK X' O71V7
INNWI 179 XN — a person should always be an anav
like Hillel and not a kapdan like Shammai. Kapdanus
is contrasted here with anavah. Furthermore, the
Gemara teaches elsewhere (Eruvin 13b) that the
reason the halachah follows the view of Beis Hillel
is that they were aluvin, which Rashi translates as
savlanim; they were prepared to absorb insults.

From the Rambam, Rashi, and the Gemara, then,
we see that anavah gives a person the ability to
absorb insults. Hillel's anavah made him a savlan,
and Moshe Rabbeinu’s anavah made him a savlan.

The fact that Moshe Rabbeinu’s anavah enabled
him to be mekabel the Torah, the Torah left to Rav
Chaim Volozhiner and the Maharal to teach us,
later in history. But the fact that Moshe Rabbeinu’s
anavah caused him not to be a kapdan was critical
for the Torah itself to stress. And that's why, in the
middle of the story, the Torah emphasizes that
Moshe Rabbeinu was an anav.
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We are still left to wonder, however, why anavah
causes savlanus and lack of kapdanus.

Miriam made a mistake in comparing Moshe to
other nevi'im. Essentially, her words reflected a
lack of appreciation for who Moshe Rabbeinu was.

Miriam certainly respected Moshe; she was his
older sister, after all, and she knew who he was,
but she didn’t hold him in high enough esteem. So
why wasn't Moshe Rabbeinu insulted? Because he
didn't hold of himself. That's a function of anavah.

The basis of anavah is not bein adam lachaveiro.
The Gemara says, in Sotah, that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu says about a baal gaavah that He and that
person cannot live in the same world. Why?
Because gaavah, as Rav Wolbe explains, is a denial
of the person’s being a created entity.

A person who recognizes and lives with the
awareness that he was created understands that
everything he has is all from Hakadosh Baruch Hu;
nothing is his own. He didn't bring himself into
the world, and he didn't give himself his talents.
Rather, he is simply a vessel for Hakadosh Baruch
Hu’'s blessing, and he does his best to use those
Divine gifts the right way.

Now, Moshe Rabbeinu knew who he was and what
abilities he possessed. That drove him to fulfill his
responsibilities and become the Moshe Rabbeinu
that he was. His anavah, then, was the recognition
that everything he had was from Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, and he didn't own his maalos. And because
he didn't hold of himself, he wasn't insulted when
someone else didn't hold of him, either. That's why
he wasn't a kapdan.

The whole world is full of kapdanus. Some people
go as far as to say, “I'm makpid in this world and
the next. I'm not mochel.” | can understand that a
person would be makpid in this world, but does he
really believe that in the next world anyone is going
to be interested in the reason he was makpid, or
the narishkeit he was makpid about?

Hakpadah comes from a person feeling a lack of
respect. Anavah means that a person doesn’t hold
of himself and therefore doesn't feel disrespected.
Not because he's a nebach; not because he thinks,
“Who am |, anyway?” Anavah means recognizing
that everything you have is from the Eibeshter.
So there’s no reason to be insulted if someone
doesn’t hold of you, because you don’t hold of
yourself either. You don't own what you have, so
whether the other person recognizes what you
have or not doesn’'t make the slightest difference
to you, because it's not yours anyway.

The opposite is true for gaavah, the source of all
bad middos.

Last week’s parshah, Nasso, discussed the concept
of the nazir. The Gemara relates (Nedarim 9b)
that Shimon HaTzaddik never ate from an asham
nezirus, because he didn't believe that the nezirim
were purely motivated — except the korban of a
nazir from the south. He had been shepherding
his father's sheep when he noticed his reflection
in the well where the herd was drinking, and his
yetzer hara surged against him and started trying
to tempt him toward taavah.

“Rasha!” he told the yetzer hara. nxann nnNx Nn7
77w 1'KW 07192 — why are you being a baal gaavah
in a world that's not yours? In other words, he
was telling himself, “Why do have taavos? You're
a baalabos on the world? You brought yourself
into the world? You were given the world — you
don't own it!”

All taavos and bad middos result from a person
feeling a sense of ownership, which leads him
to think that he can do whatever he wants, take
whatever he wants, and get insulted whenever he
wants. In contrast, when a person is an anav, like
Moshe Rabbeinu, he is not makpid, because he
doesn’t hold of himself.

Gut Shabbos.
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