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I ~ AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEK'S PARSHA PREVIEW
P R E V I E W WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

The Hidden Purpose of Galus

In this week’s parshah, the Torah relates that Klal
Yisrael cried after receiving the meraglim’s negative
reports about Eretz Yisrael, and the Gemara
(Sanhedrin 104b) notes that this occurred on the
night of Tishah B'Av. In response, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu said: 037 vapx IX1,01N 7W N'J2 ON'J2 ONKX
NIN1T7 n'J2 — you cried for nothing, | will establish
weeping for you for all generations. This is when
the churban of the Beis Hamikdash was decreed,
and that was essentially the root of all exiles and
churbanos that we have experienced to this day.

Perek 106 of Tehillim discusses this cheit of the
meraglim, and there the passuk says: On7 1T X"
1272 ONixK 7'9n7. Rashi explains that the phrase
T W denotes a shevuah, meaning that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu vowed that Klal Yisrael would perish in
the Midbar rather than live to enter Eretz Yisrael.

The next passuk there states: 012 OYIT 7'9071
NiXIX2 0Nint71, conveying that part of the shevuah
was that Hakadosh Baruch Hu would place their
offspring, the future generations, among the
nations and scatter them among the various lands.

A similar lashon appears in Yechezkel (20:23): 01
NINT71 0712 ONX Y'907 12702 007 "1 NN K
NixIxa Onix. The Radak notes that this declaration
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu would disperse Kilal
Yisrael among the nations is not expressed in the
Torah itself. The Torah does state that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu did not allow that generation to enter
Eretz Yisrael, but where do we find any mention of
a gezeirah that He would send future generations
into galus?

He answers that this punishment is described later
in the parshah. But where exactly is it alluded to
in the pesukim?

The Netziv, in Ha'amek Davar on this parshah,
gives a beautiful explanation of where we see
this shevuah in the Torah, and cites a Pesikta as

a basis for his explanation. After Moshe Rabbeinu
begs for forgiveness, Hashem says, 7171273 '"AN70.
But then, He immediately follows that with these
words: YIXD 73 NX N TIAJ X701 X D O071K]. Rashi
explains that the phrase "Jx 'n denotes a shevuah,
and he adds that Hashem was saying that this
generation would die in the Midbar in a way that
would prevent chillul Hashem.

Clearly, then, this was a shevuah that Klal Yisrael
would perish in the Midbar. But where is the shevuah
that future generations would be sent into galus?

The Netziv explains that the phrase kevod Hashem,
in the above passuk — YIx0 73 NX'N TIAJ X701 = is
referring to Klal Yisrael. Klal Yisrael are called by
Hashem’s Name, and they are the manifestation
of kevod Hashem in the world. When Klal Yisrael
are scattered to the four corners of the earth, that
is a fulfillment of the promise that kevod Hashem
will fill the world.

How so?

The purpose of the world is that kevod Hashem
should fill every corner of creation, from one end
of the world to the other. There should be no place
devoid of kevod Hashem.

This can be manifested in two ways.

Had the cheit hameraglim not occurred, Klal Yisrael
could have maintained the level they attained
through Yetzias Mitzrayim and Matan Torah and
continued directly to Eretz Yisrael. Then, kevod
Hashem would have spread throughout the
world without Klal Yisrael themselves needing to
disperse. They would have remained concentrated
in one place, Eretz Yisrael, and their reputation
and influence would have spread throughout the
world, causing kevod Hashem to fill the world.

The cheit hameraglim resulted in a different path
to kevod Hashem filling the world. The promise
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of YIaxn 73 nx'n TiaJ x7n"1would still be fulfilled,
but through the gezeirah of galus.

How does galus accomplish that?

The Netziv points to two things.

First, galus highlights the miraculous survival of
Klal Yisrael, through incredible hashgachah pratis.
Despite their being like one lamb surrounded by
seventy wolves, oppressed and persecuted, Klal
Yisrael survive, even as all the other nations in
history have risen and fallen, come and gone. That
itself is a miraculous revelation of kevod Hashem.

Second, when Klal Yisrael display mesirus nefesh to
remain faithful to the Torah and keep the mitzvos in
every place and circumstance despite the difficulty,
that is a manifestation of kevod Hashem as well.

| would like to elaborate on the Netziv's message,
which yields a completely new perspective on our
tafkid in galus.

What does it mean that kevod Hashem is manifested
in Klal Yisrael?

The Beis Halevi, in Parshas Vayigash, discusses
the first galus, Galus Mitzrayim. As Yaakov Avinu
was descending to Mitzrayim, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu told him: 1JIx]1 NN1IXN IV TIX 'JIN ...XK1'N 7K
N7y 01 77UK.

The Beis Hal evi calls this the greatest promise of
all promises. Indeed, Hakadosh Baruch Hu bound
His Name to Klal Yisrael by including His Name,
7-X, in the name Yisra-el.

He cites a Midrash that gives a mashal of someone
who possessed a precious key and tied it to a chain
so that it would never be lost. Similarly, since Klal
Yisrael are so precious to Hakadosh Baruch Hu,
He doesn't want to “lose” them. He therefore “tied”
His Name to them.

In other words, Hakadosh Baruch Hu promised
then that His image, kivyachol, would forever be
represented exclusively by Klal Yisrael. Hashem'’s
glory is elevated when Klal Yisrael rise, and,
conversely, when Klal Yisrael fall, it results in a
chillul Hashem. Hakadosh Baruch Hu's image is
forever interlocked with Klal Yisrael, and the two
are inseparable. This is the promise that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu made when we first went into galus.

When the Pesikta says that kevod Hashem is Klal
Yisrael, it means that Hashem'’s Name is reflected
through our existence and through the way we
live in galus.

Accordingly, when Hashem declared, 'n 071K]
YIXD 73 NN TiIAg x'7n .IK, He was saying that
He would bring about a new way for His kavod
to spread throughout the nations of the world.
From America to Iceland, from Europe to India,
Hashem will plant Yidden everywhere, in every
distant corner of the globe. And because Yidden
are kevod Hashem, they will cause kevod Hashem
to fill the earth.

This happens, firstly, as we said, through the
miraculous survival of Klal Yisrael. The Yaavetz
writes, in the introduction to his siddur, that he
views the continued existence of our nation as
the greatest miracle of all.

But secondly, kevod Hashem fills the earth
through our mesirus nefesh. When we speak of
Klal Yisrael surviving among the seventy nations,
we are referring not only to physical survival, but
to spiritual survival as well. Galus does not merely
mean that Jews are physically scattered. It means
that Jews are surrounded by, and susceptible to, the
influences of the nations among whom they live.

In recent generations, these influences have been
extremely pervasive. The mentality and culture of
the surrounding society have invaded the private
realm of every Yid; we grow up immersed in the
materialism and skewed priorities of the non-Jews,
whose values are foreign to Torah, and at times
foreign even to basic humanity.
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Affected as we are by the influences of the societies
we live in, we inevitably absorb their values, which
distance us from what we are supposed to be: an
am segulah, a mamleches kohanim v'goy kadosh.

This is part of what the passuk means when it
speaks of our being scattered among the nations.
Yetitis precisely in this environment that Hashem
wants us to demonstrate that 7pw X7 78w NYJ,
that the G-dliness within a Yid will persevere.

When a person who grows up surrounded by these
foreign values and material pursuits nevertheless
develops himself into a person who makes Torah
the ikar, who places ruchniyus and retzon Hashem
before anything else, who builds his life around
halachah and limud Torah — that is the ultimate
fulfillment of yaxn 73 nx'n TiaJ x'7n.

This is the deeper significance of the miracle of Klal
Yisrael's survival as a sheep among seventy wolves.

In a generation such as ours, it is exceedingly
difficult to remain pure, to maintain our identity
as what a Yid is supposed to be. But this, says the
Netziv, is what the passuk means when it states
that kevod Hashem will fill the entire world. This
is the shevuah of galus, and it gives us a new way
to view the tafkid we are meant to fulfill during our
dispersion among the nations. In our davening, we
are meyached Hakadosh Baruch Hu by declaring
“Hashem echad,” but perhaps no less powerfully,
we are meyached Shemo Yisbarach when, despite
where we grew up and the foreign influences that
surrounded us, we are able to persevere in our
Yiddishkeit, connect to our true roots, and attach
ourselves firmly to Torah and mitzvos.

That perseverance itself is the ultimate yichudo
Yisbarach, and may that lead to the fulfillment of
YIXD 73 NN TR X701, speedily.

Gut Shabbos.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:

ogpretst
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