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When It Doesn’t Make Sense

This parshah contains the mitzvah of parah adumah, which
is a sod nisgav, as Shlomo Hamelech stated, nRnINxX 'MINX
RN APING KL

The passuk in this parshah says, 7nxa nin '3 07K, about
which Chazal teach (Berachos 63b): '/npnn nin MaT 'K
N7V INXVU N'NNW N KT7X.

The connection between the passuk and Chazal's derashah
seems unclear. The Torah here is discussing the parah
adumah, a sod nisgav that relates to purification from tumas
meis. So is it a mere play on words that Chazal derive from
the words 7nxa nint '3 07X that the Torah endures only in
a person who kills himself over it? There must be a deeper
connection, but what is it?

Now, we have to realize that even Moshe Rabbeinu didn't
fully understand this mitzvah, as reflected in the passuk
O'p7xn vyR INNENNA1 (Tehillim 8:6). The word byn contains

the letters mem and tes (49) separated by an ayin (70).
This represents the forty-nine levels of chochmah, as well
as the ayin panim laTorah.

In truth, there are fifty she’arim of chochmah. Moshe
Rabbeinu accessed the first forty-nine levels, but could
not attain the fiftieth until the day of his petirah. On that
day, he ascended Har Nevo, whose name — 11J — can be
read as nun bo. Until then it was byn 1N1oNNI; he possessed
only the mem-tes.

The sefarim teach that the final, fiftieth level of chochmah
after the mem-tes could be the Name n'nx, whose gematria
is twenty-one. Forty-nine plus twenty-one is seventy, which
represents the full shleimus of the chochmabh, as reflected
in the shivim panim laTorah.

So on one hand, the shleimus of yediah is the fifty levels. On
the other hand, the complete shleimus of yediah is really the
seventy, the ayin that is in the mem-tes, because from the
mem-tes you go up another twenty-one to reach seventy.

"The Midrash cites the passuk (Tehillim 12:7) ninnx N ninnx
OV PPTA YIKT 7'7Y2 90X 903 Ninny, and then records R’
Yochanan ben Pazi's teaching that there are seven aspects
of the parah adumah that involve seven. There were seven
paros (according to one opinion), seven sereifos, seven

haza'os, seven kibusim, and so on, for a total of forty-nine.
The Midrash then records an opinion that there were ten
sevens, which again yields seventy.

Either way, we see that the way to move from tumas meis
to taharah via the parah adumah involves a sod nisgav
that relates to the ultimate hakarah, havanah, yediah, and
shaychus to Hakadosh Baruch Hu — a level that even Moshe
Rabbeinu was able to reach only on the day of his petirah.

Perhaps we can give the following explanation.

Before the cheit, Adam Harishon was on a tremendously
high madreigah, and was entirely connected, in Gan Eden,
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the Source of all wisdom and life.
The concept of death didn't yet exist; no one was supposed
to die.

But then he ate from the Eitz Hadaas. What was the
significance of this eating? It meant that he now had his
own dei'ah. He received daas, but not the daas that involved
absolute connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. It was an
external type of daas.

That's death.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu's =daas, which Adam Harishon was
connected to before the cheit, is chaim. Descending to his
own dei'ah was a death, of sorts, and that's when death
was introduced to the world.

At the time of Matan Torah there was a tikkun of Adam'’s
cheit, and the world was reverted to its original state.

But then Bnei Yisrael fell again, by sinning with the cheit
ha'eigel, and the tikkun was reversed.

Once again, we were not on the level of being completely
connected to the Source of daas and of chaim.

When the passuk states, 7nxa nin® '3 07x, and Chazal
expound that as referring to a person sacrificing himself
in the tent of Torah, the idea is that the person wants to
connect fully to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. He is mevatel himself
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to the point that he has no anochiyus, and he fully desires
to put his ruchniyus first.

The adam — an ordinary person — strives to become an ish,
a distinguished person, a level at which he detaches himself
from his anochiyus and attaches himself to ruchniyus.

This is reflected in the derash explanation of the passuk
03721 N A TRV JIX, which is that a person’'s anochiyus
stands in the way of his connecting to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. In contrast, when a person sacrifices himself for the
Torah, when he recognizes that being connected to Torah
is as fundamental as breathing is to life — 1370 07 '3 — and
when he feels that without a kesher to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, he has no life — that's a sod nisgav.

That is the meaning of 7nxa nin' '3 OTX.

If a person were given the opportunity, after his petirah,
to come back to this world for one day, how much would
he try to chap arein with learning Torah and building his
connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu? After all, in Olam Haba
he can no longer do that.

The Vilna Gaon, in his final moments, held up his tzitzis
and said that here in this world, with a few kopecks, we can
acquire a mitzvah that brings us to the level of dveikus —
something that in Olam Haba we can no longer do.

Now, Hashem'’s ways are mysterious, and the concepts of
life and death are difficult for us to grasp. The period we are
living through is particularly confusing and challenging, when
developments we were sure were positive have suddenly
reversed, and reality turned out to be a lot more complex
than we may have thought.

In the midst of the confusion, we have to know that Hakadosh
Baruch Huis iTia3 YIxn 73 X710, and He is running the world.
Specifically when we don't understand, and we realize that
there are levels beyond our comprehension, yet we are still
nisbatel to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and His ratzon — when we
come to that hakarah that we don't know — we access the
sod of parah adumah. And that brings us taharah, helping
us move from death to life.

Our task is not necessarily to understand, but to connect
ourselves to the Source of daas and of life.

Through internalizing the message of this chok, we should
be zocheh to reach that hakarah until, b'ezras Hashem, the
world returns to the original tikkun that it was meant to attain.

In the period of lIkvesa D'Meshicha that we find ourselves
in, we all await and anticipate that time as we head toward
that level, b'ezras Hashem.

This week’s Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:

Matthew Ross Cohen,
Coldwell Banker Labarca
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