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Kana'us: The Flip Side of Ahavah

The parshah opens with Hakadosh Baruch Hu telling Moshe
Rabbeinu what Pinchas did for Klal Yisrael: 1ty7x 12 0039
MNP NKCIKIPA 7MW 2 700 TNRN DK WD 1030 10K 12
TMXIPA 7KW 1A DX TNT73 K71 0Jina. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu was almost ready to destroy Klal Yisrael, but Pinchas
saved the day, and rescued Klal Yisrael.

What is the reward that Pinchas receives? This is a big
chiddush, since the general principle is that s'char for a
mitzvah is not given in this world: xn'7y 'xn2 N1XN 1JW
x3J"7. Nevertheless, for the incredible act of kana'us that
Pinchas performed, Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives him reward
already in Olam Hazeh: .017W 'm™2a nx 17 103 230 10K 137
"7K7 KIP WX NNA 071V NINI N2 10K VT 17 ANl
7KW 7Y 19T

We can understand that Pinchas was zocheh to kehunah,
since the kohen performs the avodah in the Beis Hamikdash,
serving as the shaliach tzibbur for Klal Yisrael and
bringing them kapparah. This, in a sense, is what Pinchas
accomplished through his act of kana'us: he brought
kapparah to Klal Yisrael. Therefore, it is fitting that he and
his descendants should merit kehunah.

The bris shalom, however, seems like a surprising reward.
Performing an act of kana'us for the sake of Heaven is
certainly commendable, especially considering what Pinchas
accomplished with this act. But why did that earn him a
covenant of peace?

Before answering that question, let's examine an interesting
trop that appears in the midst of the passuk that describes
Pinchas’s act: 0QJU NX APTI N2PA 7K 7KW WK INK KA1
)2 7V0 09NN XYNT ANQP 7N AWK NKT 7KOWT WK DK
7x7Ww. Before the phrase nganin 1xyni there is an esnachta,
a pause. The Targum Yonasan explains that twelve miracles
happened for Pinchas at this time. And after those twelve
miracles, it says that Pinchas started to daven, as the passuk
in Tehillim states: 77971 0N3'g TNV

What does the word 7791 mean? It comes from the lashon
of 1"7179, which is really the root of the word tefillah itself.

Generally, when we daven, we approach Hakadosh Baruch
Hu with tachanunim, requests for rachmanus or chein. We
know we're not worthy of anything.

Pilulin means coming to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, as it were,
with a taanah or a tviah. Pinchas came to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu with a claim, a demand. Chazal teach that he looked up
to Shamayim and said, “Ribbono Shel Olam! For this lowly,
base sin, 24’000 Yidden should be killed?”

Targum Yonasan says that after this tefillah, the mageifah
stopped.

First came the act of kana’us. Then, there's an esnachta, a
pause, where Pinchas comes and davens, and then, 1xuni
n91nn, the plague stops. Hakadosh Baruch Hu accepted
the tefillah — He accepted the taanah, the pilulin of Pinchas
to save Klal Yisrael and not to wipe them out.

The reason he was zocheh to brisi shalom, then, is that
through his taanah, he made peace between Klal Yisrael
and Hakadosh Baruch Hu. “Your children are a nation of
gadlus, of romemus. This animalistic act does not represent
them. It's not a cheit of Klal Yisrael. Just because one person
succumbed, that's not a reason for all of Klal Yisrael to be
destroyed.”

We can ask another question, though. We tend to think
— perhaps mistakenly — that a kana'i is someone who is
careful with a mitzvah kalah k'chamurah, and scrupulous
with every minor detail of the mitzvos. If Pinchas was indeed
a kana'i, how could he dismiss the severity of the cheit?
His kana'us was an expression of being machmir — and
yet, when it comes to Klal Yisrael, he's a meikil?

I'd like to offer an explanation based on a principle established
by the Zohar.

But let's preface with a question that relates to our own
avodas Hashem. How do we know if we truly love Hashem?
How do we gauge whether our ahavas Hashem is genuine
or whether we're just following what everyone else does?

The passuk states, at the end of Shir Hashirim: nty 3
NP 7ikWI NP naax NiRd. Indiscussing the relationship
between Klal Yisrael and Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the passuk
compares ahavah to death, and kinah to she'ol. What is
sheol?
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The Zohar teaches that there are various levels of Gehinnom,
and sheol is one of the lowest and most severe levels. Kinah,
then, is even stronger than ahavah, since it is compared to
the most terrifying punishment, that of the lowest part of
Gehinnom. And the Zohar states, quite frighteningly: nwp
NN X7 DXIP NNV 1'WE K71 0'NOT XN 73 DKIP 71IKWI
XNINTNN.

If you love someone, but that love is not accompanied by
kinah, it's not real love. An example would be if a man has
a very good relationship with his wife, but feels no jealousy.
We do not have to elaborate.

If you are not jealous, says the Zohar, that is proof that
your love is not real. Only if you have kinah can you know
that your love is genuine.

When a Yid feels real ahavah to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, he will
be prepared to give up his life: N2Nx N1AJ NtV 3. But what's
even stronger than that love is the kinah that surfaces when
a breach occurs in the ahavah. That kinah is as powerful
as the suffering of the deepest part of Gehinnom.

Pinchas's kana’us did not stem from anger; he was not,
chas v'shalom, a hothead. Rather, it was rooted in his deep
ahavah for Hakadosh Baruch Hu. If we love the Eibeshter,
he reasoned, how can we allow something to be done that
goes against His will so blatantly? This is an affront to the
kedushah of Klal Yisrael, an affront to the Eibeshter and
to the special kesher we have with Him — the bris kodesh.
This must be stopped!

This is why the halachah in such a case is 12 '319 'K3}3;
the response is rooted in ahavas Hashem, which creates
an even stronger kinah.

Pinchas's ahavah was directed not only toward Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, but also to Klal Yisrael, who bring His presence
into the world. Ahavah for Hakadosh Baruch Hu and ahavah
for Klal Yisrael are synonymous: XN™IX1 XIN 772 XKWTIP
NIN TN 7KW,

Because of Pinchas'’s ahavah for Klal Yisrael, he was able
to utter such a tefillah to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, claiming
that Klal Yisrael is so great that we have no connection to
this cheit, and do not deserve to be punished for it.

His kana'us was an expression of his ahavah — ahavah for
the Ribbono Shel Olam, ahavah for Klal Yisrael.

We may ask ourselves, do we have true ahavas Hashem?
Do we have true ahavas Yisrael? And a person may say,
“Sure | do!' am trying so hard to be mechanech my children.
If my son does not get into the yeshiva that | think is the
best for him, | will turn over the world.”

But is that really ahavah of Hakadosh Baruch Hu? Is it
really ahavas Yisrael?

I'd like to conclude with a story that is told about Rav Shach.
One morning, after davening, everyone in yeshiva sat down
to eat breakfast, but they saw that Rav Shach was not eating.
When they asked him why, he responded that this is the
time when buses are transporting children to school, and
thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands, of Yiddishe
kinderlach are heading to schools where they will be receiving
an entirely secular education. How can he eat at this time,
knowing that these children are on their way to schools
where they will be taught kefirah?

This was Rav Shach’s ahavah for Hashem and for Klal Yisrael.

Rav Shach might have been viewed as a kana'i, a fighter of
Hashem'’s battles, but his kana’us was rooted in his ahavas
Hashem and ahavas Yisrael.

Seeing the state of Klal Yisrael has to bother us. If we love
Klal Yisrael, how can we see Yidden doing aveiros? How
can we see members of Klal Yisrael failing to fulfill their
tafkid? If we are not kana'im, it means our ahavah is lacking.

We all have to be kana'im.

This week's Bishvilei Haparsha is sponsored by:

ChosuggueUsh
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