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When the Clouds Departed

We know from the sefarim hakedoshim that it is not
coincidental when we find a deep correlation between the
sedrah and the week in which we read it. Parshas Masei
is no exception, as the Torah records the petirah of Aharon
HaKohen on Rosh Chodesh Av, and Parshas Masei is almost
always read right before Rosh Chodesh Av.

It seems, however, that the Torah might be communicating
a much more fundamental concept through emphasizing
the exact date of Aharon’s petirah.

The Torah starts Parshas Masei by listing the forty-two
masa’‘os that Klal Yisrael experienced in the Midbar.
Remarkably, the Torah provides no details about almost
any of these masa'os, choosing instead to recount them
as a series of travels and encampments:

107 ..Y0M .. INY VDL

Even when mentioning a monumental stop like Har Sinai
— during which the most seminal event of our history took
place, one that shaped the entire fabric and purpose of Klal
Yisrael's existence — the Torah doesn't record any details
of what occurred during this encampment.

During one encampment, however, the Torah informs us
of a significant event that happened there:

'7N ]D'JD ]'WQ?_( 7Un .Elﬁtg YIN AXP22 00 THQ‘UD“_I LU"_[QT_] 1U0"1
YIXD 702 NINY7 DWAIKD NIWA 0W DDA 19 75 300 1N
WTN7 TRXA 'WNND WTN2A O0MXN.

Not only does the Torah deviate here from the pattern it
follows in describing the rest of the masa'os, but it even
feels the need to give the date of Aharon’s petirah, stating
that it was on Rosh Chodesh Av.

In contrast, the previous encampment was in Kadesh,
which is where Miriam passed away, after which we lost
the Be'er Miriam. But the Torah doesn’t mention that petirah.
Nor does the Torah record the date of any other person’s
passing, including that of Moshe Rabbeinu. Why is the date
of Aharon’s passing so significant?

Even more surprising is that when the Torah actually recounts
the petirah of Aharon HaKohen, in Parshas Chukas, it does
not deem it necessary to record the date. And yet specifically

here, in the middle of the masa'os, the Torah goes out of
its way to mention the date.

Lastly, the Torah doesn’t merely interrupt the narrative of
the masa’os to mention Aharon’s petirah. It actually places
a samech after it, creating a parshah setumah immediately
afterward.

This, too, is striking. It seems that the Torah is deliberately
emphasizing the timing of Aharon's passing, as if to
convey that there's something very ominous about the
commencement of Chodesh Av.

The Terumas HaDeshen explains that the Torah is telling
us that Chodesh Av is an inauspicious month, warning us
that it is designated for calamity. The ultimate meshares
Hashem in the Mishkan, Aharon HaKohen, was taken from us
on that day, and similarly, in this month both Batei Mikdash
would be taken from us.

This is no mere coincidence; the passing of Aharon and the
destruction of the Batei Mikdash are deeply interconnected.

As an oheiv shalom v'rodef shalom, Aharon HaKohen
represented the achdus of Klal Yisrael, which contributed
to the hashra’as haShechinah depicted in the passuk 0"
7xWT AU TN OY "WK qOXNNA 770 [NW. The Sifriexplains
that Hashem is King over Klal Yisrael only when they are
united, but not when they are fragmented.

Since Aharon sought out and fostered that achdus, he
was privileged to serve Hashem as the Kohen Gadol in the
Mishkan, the place of 0Jina njJuw.

We also merited the Ananei HaKavod in the zechus of
Aharon HaKohen.

The Maharal, in Netzach Yisrael, observes that this, too, is
not a coincidence. The Ananei HaKavod represented this
special hashra’as haShechinah, which is a result of Aharon
HaKohen's pursuit of peace.

Perhaps we can add that the Ananei HaKavod actually
symbolized that achdus, in which all of Klal Yisrael
traveled together within one set of Ananei HaKavod. This
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The Ananei HaKavod represented that
manifestation of 7xaw* "vaw TN, and all this
was in the zechus of Aharon HaKohen, who
devoted himself heart and soul to creating unity
among Klal Yisrael, which directly resulted in
the hashra’as haShechinah that so depends on
the achdus of all of Klal Yisrael.

With this in mind, we can understand that
although petiras Aharon might not have been
the most important event that happened during
these forty years, it was perhaps the event that
most substantially changed the face of Klal
Yisrael's masa‘os.

Until Aharon’s petirah, Klal Yisrael benefited from
the Ananei HaKavod during their travels and
encampments, living, as it were, in the lap of the
Eibishter, while experiencing the tremendous
hashra’as haShechinah that is possible only
through achdus.

Immediately after Aharon's passing, the Torah
relates: TV 770 JV130 unurl, and Rashi explains
that what he heard was that Aharon had passed
away and that the Ananei HaKavod had departed.

Clearly, the Torah is conveying that the petirah
of Aharon, which caused the disappearance
of the Ananei HaKavod, not only affected Bnei
Yisrael's internal experience by ending the unique
hashra'as haShechinah they enjoyed, but was
also sensed even by the surrounding nations.

The samech, the parshah setumah that separates
Aharon’s petirah from the subsequent masa‘os,
demarcates a fundamental change in the nature
of the masa’os that followed, which lacked the
level of hashra'as haShechinah that the Ananei
HaKavod facilitated.

With this in mind, we can begin to understand
why the Torah made a point of noting the date
of Aharon’s petirah, elaborating on this masa
and calling attention to this one yahrtzeit.

Aharon'’s petirah and the ensuing decline in the
level of hashra’as haShechinah are inextricably
connected with Chodesh Av, which, for all of

history, has been a time of the Shechinah'’s
departure due to divisiveness in Klal Yisrael. It's
no mere happenstance that Aharon HaKohen,
who embodied the achdus that results in
hashra’as haShechinah, was niftar on Rosh
Chodesh Av, the month of calamity.

The Torah is stressing and warning us that the
TYin "7y x1j) of Rosh Chodesh Av is a mo'ed
of distance, not of closeness. It's a mo'ed
that's destined for calamity, for the churban
of hashra’as haShechinah due to the sinas
chinam that existed at the time of the second
Beis HaMikdash.

When the Torah told us about Aharon'’s petirah
earlier, it wasn't critical to mention the date.
But here, in the midst of its account of the
masa’os, where the Torah is focusing on
the transformational decline in hashra’'as
haShechinah brought about by Aharon's passing,
it needs to stress how intrinsically that loss is
connected to Chodesh Av, for all generations.

We can also appreciate that the connection
between this week’s parshah and the calendar
extends far beyond the fact that it is read around
Rosh Chodesh Ay, for this parshah is deeply
aligned with the entire avodah of this time of
year.

Chazal emphasize that although the Beis
HaMikdash only began to burn on Tishah B'Av,
and the most stringent halachos of aveilus apply
only on Tishah B’Av itself, the avodah begins
earlier: nNNWA "VYNN 21X 0I1JIWN. Aharon's
petirah fittingly occurred on Rosh Chodesh,
ushering in the period of calamity that begins
with the onset of the month.

This parshah, coinciding as it does with the
onset of Ay, reflects the avodah of this entire
period, directing us to rectify the breakdown of
achdus caused by sinas chinam, which led to
the churban Beis HaMikdash. And it calls upon
us to become Aharon’s talmidim and emulate
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his middah of loving and pursuing peace.

The Yerushalmiin Chagigah tells us that although
the three cardinal aveiros were the catalyst
for the churban Bayis Rishon, nevertheless,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu could have overlooked
those sins: 0"17V 7V 7KW17 K10 7102 WITPN N
N1IN2 OOKXN 7V OMT N1J'9W 7U1 N1V 11771 7V
N KT,

The Taz explains that had Klal Yisrael devoted
themselves to limud haTorah with the proper
ameilus, they would not have lost the Beis
HaMikdash; such is the protective power of Torah
even in the presence of these terrible aveiros.
Yet regarding Bayis Sheini, the Yerushalmi in
Yoma tells us that Klal Yisrael toiled in Torah,
and nevertheless, the churban occurred because
of sinas chinam.

How is it possible that the yegiah and ameilus
baTorah that existed during the time of Bayis
Sheini could not protect Klal Yisrael from the
effects of sinas chinam, when it would have
had the power to protect them against the
consequences of the three cardinal sins during
the time of Bayis Rishon?

When we say that Bayis Sheini was destroyed
due to sinas chinam, we are referring not to the
severity of this aveirah, but to the reality that
hashra'as haShechinah cannot exist in the Beis
HaMikdash in the absence of Klal Yisrael's unity.
When there’s an acute problem of sinas chinam,
it's impossible for the nanx 71x1 1Jin that was
the oxygen sustaining the Beis HaMikdash to
endure. For this, the protection of yegiah and
ameilus baTorah did not suffice.

Being mevater on the cheit of sinas chinam
would not have helped. The Beis HaMikdash
simply cannot exist when there is sinas chinam
and a lack of achdus.

As we listen to the distinctive sing-song niggun
of the ba'al korei depicting the 1U0"1 1301 10"
13071 of the masa’‘os, we should take note of
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the sudden digression at Hor HaHar, where we
discuss the petirah of Aharon, which marked the
departure of the hashra'as haShechinah with
the loss of the Ananei HaKavod. The Torah is
sending us a chilling reminder that this all began
on that fateful day of Rosh Chodesh Av. It is
exhorting us to understand what this month is all
about, and focus on what caused this churban
and loss of hashra'as haShechinah. We can
begin to rebuild that hashra'as haShechinah by
following the legacy of Aharon HaKohen and
becoming his talmidim. It is not enough to value
and cherish shalom by being oheiv shalom; we
must proactively be rodeif shalom.

May the Eibishter help us acquire these
remarkable qualities of Aharon HaKohen, so
that we will not be called a n'a n123 X7W T
" wTpPnn, but will instead merit the rebuilding
of the Beis HaMikdash in our days.

This week'’s
Bishvilei Haparsha
is sponsored by:
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