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When the Clouds Departed

We begin Kabbalas Shabbos with Kapitel 95
in Tehillim, whose opening phrase is n33713 137
'n7. The subject of this kapitel is the cheit of
the meraglim, and the Alshich goes through it
line by line and explains that these were Moshe
Rabbeinu’s parting words to those who died in
the Midbar and were not zocheh to enter Eretz
Yisrael.

It was to them that Moshe Rabbeinu said, 137
‘N7 n13713" — don't worry, although you're not
zocheh now to sing to Hashem in Eretz Yisrael,
le'asid lavo we will be together once again.

The Dor Hamidbar replied, “n1nnwjixa” — maybe
we can do teshuvah and go into Eretz Yisrael.

Moshe Rabbeinu answered no, and that’s how
the kapitel ends: WK ..11T2 VIPK NJW OWAIX
NN 7K 1K OX 19X YL

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 104b) teaches that on
the night when Klal Yisrael cried after accepting
the lashon hara of the meraglim and refused to
enter Eretz Yisrael, Hakadosh Baruch Hu said:
NINT7N'J2 037 VIPKIKIOIN 7W NI 0N'J ONK,
In other words, the gezeirah that resulted from
the cheit hameraglim was not only that the
generation would not enter Eretz Yisrael. Rather,
the churbanos, and the long, bitter galus that
we are still experiencing today also stem from
that cheit.

The Brisker Rav (Parshas Shelach) cites an insight
from the Raavad regarding the following teaching
of the Toras Kohanim, on the passuk "nyawi U
NN 7K IKQT OX 9K,

The Toras Kohanim says that the shevuah that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu made that Klal Yisrael
would not come to His resting place — 11x2' OX
MN1In 78 — had a limit, since it depended on
Divine anger: "gx2 "MyawI 1WK. As long as this
anger exists, the shevuah remains in force; once
the anger dissipates, the shevuah is nullified, and
Klal Yisrael will be brought to the menuchah of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Noting that we do not find that Klal Yisrael did
teshuvah during their years in the Midbar, the
Raavad explains that this passuk is referring
to our current galus, which is a continuation of
the gezeirah that was made due to the cheit of
the meraglim.

Another passuk in this kapitel tells us that during
galus, we should not be stubborn and 2127 "vn,
like the Dor Hamidbar: n2'n3 03227 10PN 7K.
They did not have the zechus to do teshuvah and
remove the Divine anger — but we do.

So this entire kapitel, although it discusses the
cheit of the meraglim, is really a message to us in
galus, informing us that we have the opportunity
to do teshuvah, remove the Divine anger, and
merit the geulah sheleimah.

Now, since this kapitel is said as part of Kabbalas
Shabbos, it must be connected to Shabbos.
Shabbos must have the ability to bring us to
teshuvah, and awaken within us the yearning
to become close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and
emerge from this galus.

Another passuk in Tehillim says that Klal Yisrael
rejected Eretz Yisrael, which is called eretz
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chemdah: nTNN YIX2 10XN".

The Vilna Gaon (Aderes Eliyahu, Bereishis)
explains the difference between the terms tov
and chemdah: Tov refers to physical pleasure,
whereas chemdah refers to spiritual pleasure.

The reason Klal Yisrael rejected Eretz Yisrael is
because they did not long for the madreigah of
chemdah; they were satisfied with tov.

The Gaon explains that the six weekdays are
called tov, while Shabbos is called chemdas
hayamim. Chemdah is always six times greater
than tov; that's why the gematria of 102) TnnJ)
is six times that of Tnn1 — (17) 210 referring to
Shabbos, the chemdas hayamim.

On Shabbos, everything can become a spiritual
pleasure, bringing us greater connection to
ruchniyus. Therefore, it is specifically on Shabbos
that a person can rise above and nullify all of Olam
Hazeh, as he recognizes the value of closeness
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and experiences true
spiritual delight.

| saw a beautiful idea in Sefer Hachaim, written by
the brother of the Maharal. In Chelek Parnassah
V'Chalkalah (ch. 6), he writes that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu gave us the extraordinary gift of
Shabbos, out of His love for us, in order to remove
all doubt from our hearts.

Today, we have no Beis Hamikdash, no nevuah, no
ruach hakodesh, no open miracles. And we may
have doubts. But Hakadosh Baruch Hu arranged
that immediately when Shabbos arrives, every
Yid feels uplifted and experiences the special joy
of Shabbos. As soon as Shabbos begins, right
from when we begin to say n3311 137, we feel an
ohr, the O"Tn*7 1k nnNwW1 NN1IN of Shabbos. We
can sense the inipna NN TU.

The Sefer Hachaim adds that this spark of light

DT NWID | 5 DO P10 N S Nwan awa - waTh N

and joy unqguestionably comes from the very
place from which nevuah emanates, and this
demonstrates that although we are in galus,
living in impure lands, Hakadosh Baruch Hu did
not abandon us or withhold His kindness from
us, for He grants us His Divine light every single
Shabbos. That is what gives us the strength to
endure this long, bitter galus. Shabbos is our
resting place.

A similar idea appears in the sefer Menuchah
U'Kedushah, written by a talmid of R’ Chaim
Volozhin. In Sha’ar Hatefillah, he writes that we
sit in darkness, with nothing to illuminate our
eyes; we have no Beis Hamikdash, and none of
its klei kodesh. What do we have? Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, in His kindness, left us with the Torah
and with Shabbos, through which to kindle our
neshamos.

Through the special day of Shabbos, a person
feels extraordinary simchah, and can experience
hashra’as haShechinah even without special
kavanos. That is Hakadosh Baruch Hu sending us
sparks of kedushah and ohr, which demonstrates
that the Shechinah is still with us.

When a person appreciates the chemdah of
Shabbos, he can elevate himself and realize that
everything in Olam Hazeh — as tov as it appears
— is nothing compared to the true tov that we
will experience with the geulah sheleimah and
the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash.

In Kabbalas Shabbos, before Lecha Dodi, we
recite Ana B'Koach, which is a very lofty tefillah.
It contains forty-two words, corresponding to
the Shem Mem-Beis of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
Why do we say this tefillah as part of Kabbalas
Shabbos?

Last week’s parshah, Parshas Masei, listed
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the forty-two masa'os in the Midbar, and the
meforshim explain that these correspond to the
Shem Mem-Beis of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. For this
reason, writes the Magen Avraham, one should
not interrupt the reading of the forty-two masa‘os.
They are all read in one aliyah.

All of those masa‘os were according to Hashem's
word: 10 ‘N g 7y11IN' ‘N 9 7y,

Rabbosai, | was thinking that every single week
is a masa. The six weekdays are the 101, and
when Shabbos arrives, that is the 1101

Every Shabbos is another station at which to
rest, another 11n"1. Therefore, when Shabbos
arrives, we say Ana B’Koach, corresponding to
the Shem Mem-Beis, marking another small masa
in our journey through galus. There's a long 1y0™
until the geulah, with many travels, but there are
stations along the way, every Shabbos Kodesh.

The Ana B’Koach recited at the beginning of
Shabbos corresponds to the 13071, which in turn
corresponds to the Shem Mem-Beis upon which
the forty-two masa’os were based.

This Shabbos is Shabbos Chazon, and the
Chassidishe sefarim, including the Oheiv Yisrael
and the teachings of R Levi Yitzchak, explain that
Shabbos Chazon is the most lichtige Shabbos
of the entire year. The 0"T1n'7 1iX is at its peak
on Shabbos Chazon. That's because the darker
it is, the brighter the light shines. A candle
illuminates much more powerfully when the
darkness intensifies.

The ohr of Shabbos implanted in every Shabbos,
as described by the Sefer Hachaim and Menuchah
U'Kedushah, shines throughout the year, but
on Shabbos Chazon, which occurs in the midst
of the extreme darkness of the Nine Days, a
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person can connect to it even more deeply. He
can truly appreciate the beauty of Shabbos and
the chemdah of Shabbos, and feel a genuine
yearning for the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash
and the arrival of the geulah.

May we all be zocheh to that soon.
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