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The Simchah of Elul and Yomim Nora’im

Chazal established that Parshas Ki Savo, which includes
the difficult tochachah, is read before the end of the
year, so that n"n177p1 nJw n'73n, the year and its klalos
should end, and n'n13721 NJwW 70N, the new year should
begin with berachah.

The Sfas Emes points out that Ki Savo includes not
only the klalos; other inyanim in this week’s parshah
also need to be read before Rosh Hashanah. These
include the parshah of bikkurim and the concept of
showing gratitude to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for what He
gives us, which is necessary before Rosh Hashanah
as well, as we will explain.

This week’s parshah mentions the concept of simchah
in two very different contexts, and it's worthwhile to
gain some understanding of what this means. The
tochachah declares that the klalos afflict Klal Yisrael
because they do not serve Hashem with simchah:

X713 7TRWN TY PUWNTPITI NTX NI77P0 73 77y 1K
TR7X N DK ATAY K7 AWK DDA ... R7X D 7P VDY
73 270 127 21021 NNRWA.

This is difficult to understand. If a person fulfills all the
mitzvos, and does what he is supposed to do, but he
doesn’t do it b'simchah, does he truly deserve such
harsh klalos?

The Alshich asks this question, and he explains that
the words 21021 NNNWA 'P7X N NX NTAY X7 WK NNN
73 1710 117 are referring to a person who doesn't keep
the Torah, and does aveiros with simchah. In other
words, if a person does aveiros gleefully, without caring
or feeling bad that he is sinning, that is terrible. Such
a person truly deserves such a severe punishment.

Rashi gives a different explanation, however. On the
words 73 171, he comments: when you had everything
good. In other words, if a person had all his needs
met, and everything was going well for him, in both
gashmiyus and ruchniyus, and he still didn't keep the
Torah and mitzvos, he is deserving of the tochachah.

The Rambam seems to suggest an alternate approach.
At the end of Hilchos Lulav, he writes:

102 NIXW 790 NANKATNIXAN NTWUA OTK NAWIW NNNWN
JINN UITNT7 KT ANNWNA 1NXY YIINN 731,XMN D717 NTIAY
12721021 NNNWA TP7X N NKNTAY X7 AWK NN INKIW.

The Rambam is teaching that the simchah referred
to in this passuk is that of doing mitzvos. If a person
doesn't feel joy when he does a mitzvah, he is deserving
of punishment.

Still, we need to understand why this lack of simchah
is viewed with such severity. The person is keeping
the Torah and fulfilling the mitzvos, he's just not doing
it b'simchah.

Perhaps the explanation is as follows. Some people
do mitzvos because they were trained, in their youth,
to do them, or because they feel obligated to do them.
They do the mitzvos by rote, without cheshek — mitzvas
anashim melumadah. Other people do mitzvos with
cheshek and ratzon, valuing them deeply. The litmus
test of whether a person is among the former or latter
group is whether he does the mitzvos with simchah.

The Rambam also includes the phrase 730 nanxai, as
he writes: 7ppn NANKAT NIXNN DMWY OTK NDWW NNNWN.

Rav Wolbe used to say that the mitzvah connects us
with the Metzaveh: when a person does a mitzvah, any
mitzvah, it connects him to the Ribbono Shel Olam.
But when a person does a mitzvah without simchah
or cheshek, the essence and value of the mitzvah is
lacking. Two people can perform the same mitzvah, and
their actions can be worlds apart. For instance, Kayin
and Hevel both brought korbanos, but one brought an
inferior offering, which betrayed his lack of cheshek,
and the other offered his choicest animals, proving
how much he valued the connection with Hashem.

What are our thoughts? What do we think about when
we have to spend money on mitzvos — dalet minim,
mezuzah, tefillin, Shabbos? Do we approach the expense
as if we're going on a vacation for our own pleasure?
Do we feel that the mitzvah is worth the expense, or
would we rather not pay the price?
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In order to do mitzvos, learn Torah, and in general serve
Hashem b’simchah, we have to value the mitzvos that
we're doing. Rav Shach used to say: What is the whole
avodah of Chodesh Elul? To give erech to our ma’asim.
That is the whole avodah: to give value and chashivus
to what we do.

When a person learns hilchos Shabbos, he's giving
value to Shabbos. Not only is he more careful to avoid
issurim; his whole Shabbos is raised to a higher level.

The Chofetz Chaim would remark that the s’char of our
mitzvos is based on how much we ourselves value them.

The Chofetz Chaim, in Shemiras Halashon, brings proof
from the Gemara in Shabbos, which teaches that a
person who is in the category of Toraso umnaso is
patur from tefillah, whereas those who are not in that
category are not patur from tefillah.

The Chofetz Chaim asks: If learning Torah is such a
chashuve thing, why shouldn't a person be patur from
tefillah even if he is not Toraso umnaso? He explains
that the answer is simple: A person who is Toraso
umnaso has a chashivus and chavivus for the Torah.
Because of the extra value that he gives to the Torah,
his learning becomes much more chashuy, to the extent
that it exempts him from tefillah. Someone who learns
Torah without that cheshek is not given that exemption.

The Arizal is quoted as saying that when the Mishnah
states that a person is supposed to be samei'ach
b’chelko, this applies not only to gashmiyus, but also
to ruchniyus.

How can a person be happy in his ruchniyus when
he knows he's not perfect and he's not doing all the
mitzvos the way he's supposed to? The answer is that
since a person’'s avodas Hashem connects him to the
Ribbono Shel Olam, that alone is a reason for him to
be b'simchah and be samei'ach b'’chelko with even the
amount that he does manage to do.

The concept of simchah also appears at the beginning
of the parshah, where the Torah discusses bikkurim,
concluding with 2ivn 772 nnnw1. Rashi there comments
that these words teach us that bikkurim must be brought
during a zman of simchah. But the lesson the Torah

is conveying is not limited to this technical point. The
mitzvah of bikkurim is also supposed to lead a person
to rejoice in all the good that the Ribbono Shel Olam
gave him.

In explaining the words 2ivn 7J2 nnnwi, the Ohr Hachaim
first teaches that tov is a reference to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, who is the source of all good. He then gives a
famous additional explanation: tov means Torah —
NN X7X 210 'K, and if people would recognize the
sweetness of Torah, they would go crazy over it — 1"n OX
OWINWN 1'N NINN 210 NIAMVUTNIPTNNA 'WYINN OTK 12
NMINK O0'0N7NNI.

When a person brings bikkurim and has hakaras tov to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu for all the good He does for him,
he achieves 1100 732 nnnW1. That is the madreigah
a person is supposed to achieve, where he feels the
simchah of Torah, mitzvos, and avodas Hashem.

This ideais included in Parshas Ki Savo, and it has to be
read before Rosh Hashanah. Clearly, then, it is crucial
for our avodah during Elul and the Yamim Nora'im,
when we need to work on valuing our deeds, as Rav
Shach said. The avodah of Elul and the Yamim Nora'im
is meant to bring simchah into our avodas Hashem, in
keeping with the Rambam’s teaching that every mitzvah
must be done b'simchah, with cheshek and chiyus.
And with that, we'll be zocheh to a kesivah vachasimah
tovah and a gut gebentsht yahr.

Gut Shabbos.

This week'’s
Bishvilei Haparsha
is sponsored by:

TURN PROS

STREAMLINING UNIT TURNS
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