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I ~ AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEK'S PARSHA PREVIEW
P R E V I E W WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM
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Of Sons and Servants

The Torah says, NDW Ix NN1...7an2 nNnw1. Although the
mitzvah of simchas Yom Tov applies to all three regalim, the
Torah writes it specifically in connection with Sukkos. Why?

Perhaps the answer can be found in this statement of the
Rambam (Hilchos Lulav, perek 8):

OW NN N1J10N AN2,1N2 NINWYT NIXN NITVINN 7JW 9 7y K
NN NNNW WTpPNA.

Although there is a mitzvah d'Oraysa to rejoice on every Yom
Tov, on Sukkos there was an additional level of simchah
in the Beis HaMikdash. On the days of Chol HaMoed, a
simchas beis hasho'eivah was held from after the tamid shel
bein ha'arbayim throughout the entire night, until morning.

This may explain why the Torah presents the mitzvah
of simchah specifically in the context of Sukkos. Every
Yom Tov has a mitzvah of simchah, but Sukkos has an
additional dimension of joy.

But why? What is it about Sukkos that calls for greater
simchah than the other regalim?

The Vilna Gaon teaches that although Hakadosh Baruch
Hu forgave Klal Yisrael for the cheit ha'eigel on Yom Kippur,
when He said 71273 "n70, the ananei hakavod did not
return until Sukkos.

Rabbeinu Yonah (Shaarei Teshuvah 1: 42) explains that
there is a difference between mechilah and ritzui. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu can forgive a person completely, so that he will
no longer be punished for his aveiros, without desiring a
connection with the person. A baal teshuvah therefore
has to daven not only for forgiveness, but for ritzui — that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu should desire him, and he should
find chein in His eyes as he did before he sinned.

Just because Klal Yisrael were forgiven on Yom Kippur for
the cheit ha'eigel, that didn't mean that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu desired a relationship with them. But when the ananei
hakavod returned on Sukkos, that showed that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu was 1311 nXnn; He wanted a kesher with us again.

That is the n1'n' nnnw of Sukkos. We have extra simchah
because this is when Hakadosh Baruch Hu showed that
He loves us and desires a relationship with us.

The Siddur HaGra sees this idea expressed in the Yom Tov
davening. The phrase 0'nyn 730130102 NNX corresponds
to Pesach, when Hakadosh Baruch Hu took us out of
Mitzrayim and chose us from all the nations. The next
words, 1INiX NNk, correspond to Shavuos, when He gave
us the Torah:13n20X N2 N2NX. And 132 'X1 corresponds
to Sukkos.

Thisidea is also reflected in the fact that we make a sukkah
to commemorate the ananei hakavod, though we don't
commemorate the nissim of the mann or the be'er we
experienced in the midbar. The Mabit and the Chida explain
that food and water are necessities, while the ananei
hakavod provided added benefits that went beyond basic
needs: air conditioning, as well as ironed clothing. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu gave us the ananei hakavod because He loved
us, showing extra care, extra 132 n'X1. This extra kesher
and desire that Hakadosh Baruch Hu showed us is also
part of the N nnnw of Sukkos.

Rav Chaim Kanievsky offers another explanation for the
N nnnw of Sukkos: Sukkos is filled with mitzvos. On
Pesach, there is a mitzvah to eat matzah on the first night,
which can be fulfilled in a matter of minutes. On Sukkos,
however, the mitzvah of sukkah can be fulfilled throughout
all seven days, and we have the mitzvah of arbaah minim
as well.

Sukkos also highlights the concept of hiddur mitzvah, which
is reflected in the words Klal Yisrael said at the Yam Suf,
IN1IKI 77 N1 Through beautifying the mitzvos, we declare,
‘Il want to glorify Hashem. | want to show that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu's mitzvos are precious to me.”

The Torah calls the esrog 1T YV 19, and we find an
interesting phenomenon with this mitzvah: Yidden go out
of their way to find beautiful esrogim, and no two esrogim
are exactly alike. Every person comes with a hiddur he
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favors, his own personal kesher with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, and his own personal way of showing that mitzvos
are precious to him.

There was once a yungerman who had worked very hard
to find a beautiful esrog. Just before Hallel, he looked over
at the esrog belonging to the person next to him and was
amazed by its beauty. His own esrog was nice, but this
one seemed far more beautiful.

He wondered whether he should borrow his friend's esrog
for the berachah and then use his own for Hallel. Since
he was davening in Rav Elyashiv's minyan, he went over
and asked Rav Elyashiv what he should do.

Rav Elyashiv told him, “Your esrog is more mehudar. Your
esrog that you worked on, that you schvitzed over because
you wanted to bring a beautiful esrog to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu — that's much more mehudar for you than making a
berachah on your friend's esrog.”

Perhaps there is yet another explanation for the nnnw
N1 of Sukkos.

The Maggid Mishneh writes these famous words on the
above Rambam:

NN JNW TXA NIXAN NIWYYT OTR7 17 11K KW XN 12T 701
NNW XINTNIWYY7 27N K7K INTWUA O1IK1 NIJIN KINT 17y
KINW TXN NNXA N2 210 KINW TN 2100 DWYT NTWUA
XINWJI1 131 DK WAWY7 X137 737 13 12" jN10 11321 737 NNK
02T WKW NNAWW 97 7227 NNW 17°2W2 X12IW DN Wiy
NIXDANMWYA NNNWN 72K 0P 1I'KW 01702 02T 0170
DMK ANAWN XN ANINNT NN DTN

A person should not perform mitzvos because he is forced
or obligated to do so. He should do them because he
recognizes that they are good and he chooses the truth
for its own sake. The effort involved will then seem light
to him, as he recognizes that he was created to serve his
Creator. And when a person does what he was created
to do, and is fulfilling his purpose in this world, he will
experience tremendous simchah.

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we were zocheh
to be lifnei Hashem, and we were mekabel ol malchuso
b’ratzon and with ahavah. We heard the shofar remind us

that the pleasures of this world are hevel varik compared to
mitzvos and avodas Hashem. And we felt and internalized
that our tafkid in this world is to do mitzvos and bring
about kavod Shamayim.

Therefore, every Yid has a n1'n* nnnw — the extra simchah
of feeling that he lives to do mitzvos and fulfill the purpose
for which he was created.

A yungerman once had an opportunity to rent out his
apartment for Sukkos for 15,000 shekels. He planned to
spend Yom Tov with his parents and in-laws in England,
and after all his expenses, he would come out with about
11,000 shekels in profit.

He asked his rav what he should do. His rav told him, “If
you need the money, that's one thing. But if you're simply
looking to earn some more money, realize what you are
giving up. In chutz la‘aretz, it rains at this time of year, and
you may not be able to eat every seudah in the sukkah.
Here in Eretz Yisrael, you are likely to be able to eat every
seudah in the sukkah. That is worth much more than the
money you'll make.”

When a person realizes what an opportunity it is to perform
Hashem'’s mitzvos, he experiences NN nNNW.

B'ezras Hashem, we should all be zocheh to a true simchas
hachag, to genuinely feel 137112 0"y NR113770 210 NR MWK
and "P7X W Oy MWK 17 NJIW OYD UK.

Gut Yom Tov.
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