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I ~ AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEK'S PARSHA PREVIEW
P R E V I E W WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

A Tefach ata Time

This year, Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbos,
and on the first day we will not have tekias
shofar. Nevertheless, although it will not be a
Yom Teruah, it will be a Zichron Teruah, and
on the second day, of course, we will have the
d’'Rabbanan obligation of tekias shofar. It is
certainly very appropriate, then, to reflect on
the concept of shofar.

Rav Saadiah Gaon (cited in many machzorim)
offers ten reasons for the mitzvah of shofar.
The Rishonim discuss additional aspects of
shofar as well, but | would like to suggest an
observation about Rav Saadiah Gaon's list.

There is a well-known chakirah as to whether
the mitzvah of shofar involves the shemiah or
the tekiah. If the mitzvah is to hear the shofar,
each person seemingly performs the mitzvah
himself simply by listening. If so, however, a
cheresh, shoteh, or katan should be able to be
motzi an adult bar daas. The tokei'a does not
seem to be performing the mitzvah on behalf
of the listeners; each person hears the shofar
himself. Nevertheless, the halachah is that only
someone who is obligated in the mitzvah can
be motzi others.

If, on the other hand, the mitzvah is to be tokei’a,
the baal tokei'a performs the tekiah on behalf
of the listeners, whether through shlichus or
through shomei'a k'oneh. This would explain
why the baal tokei'a must himself be obligated.

The Minchas Chinuch suggests that perhaps
both shemiah and tekiah are part of the mitzvah.
Although he ultimately does not adopt this
approach, he raises the possibility that if a
person hears the shofar from a cheresh, shoteh,

or katan, he may have fulfilled the shemiah
aspect of the mitzvah, but not the tekiah. Now,
the Gemara teaches that one who hears the
echo of a shofar blown in a pit has not fulfilled
the shemiah requirement, since he heard a kol
havarah rather than the sound of the shofar
itself. But if someone already heard the shofar
blown by a cheresh, shoteh, or katan, and was
yotzei the shemiah part of the mitzvah, perhaps
the tekiah of the shofar blown in a pit, which
counts as a tekiah but not a shemiah, could
combine with the earlier shemiah to constitute
the full mitzvah. The pashtus, however, is that
the two aspects must be fulfilled together and
cannot be separated.

Perhaps we can suggest that some of the
different reasons Rav Saadiah Gaon gives for
the mitzvah reflect these two different aspects,
with some relating more to tekiah and others
to shemiah.

One explanation he offers is that shofar
represents hamlachah, the coronation of
Hashem as King, which seems to relate more
closely to the tekiah, much as the coronation of
a human king is heralded with trumpets.

On the other hand, the idea that the shofar
awakens a person to teshuvah may relate more
to the shemiah, since the sound enters through
the listener’s ear, penetrating his heart and his
very being.

The Rambam also describes tekias shofar as
a call to teshuvah, but the placement of this
description is striking. He does not mention
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this idea in Hilchos Shofar, but rather in Hilchos
Teshuvah (3:4), where he writes:

AININ NI NIWN WK TIW NYUTPNW 19 7V K
0JNIWnN 0UIW NIV IN17J3 12 W TN,

Even in Hilchos Teshuvah, the Rambam begins
by emphasizing that the mitzvah of shofar is
fundamentally a gezeiras hakasuv. Its function
as a call to teshuvah is only a remez.

We find the same idea in the Gemara (Rosh
Hashanah 16). When the Gemara initially asks,
why do we blow shofar on Rosh Hashanah, it
exclaims, “Why do we blow? 1ypn 1nx xjnn1 —
Hashem commanded us to blow!” The Gemara
then asks why we blow both sitting and standing,
and answers that this is Jown 121V7 713, But the
basic reason for blowing the shofar is simply
1PN NX xJNN. The Chasam Sofer and other
Acharonim emphasize this point: It is a gezeiras
Melech.

In fact, some sefarim suggest just the opposite
of what we might have assumed: The shofar
itself arouses din, not rachamim. Why, then,
do we blow it? Because it is a gezeiras Melech.
Hashem commanded us to do so, and that
itself is the mitzvah. When Klal Yisrael accepts
Hashem'’s mitzvah with love and performs it
even though the shofar itself arouses din, the
very acceptance of Hashem'’s command, despite
the din it arouses, awakens rachamim. There is
a paradox here, but that is precisely the point:
We blow the shofar because it is a gezeiras
Melech, and that itself is Malchuyos, accepting
the rule of the Melech.

The sefarim point out that the inner letters, the
penimiyus, of the word |"T have the gematria of
496, which equals that of n137n. The letters of
"7 when spelled out are 113 171" n"77T, the inner
letters are 71,n"7, and 1", which together equal
496. In other words, contained within din itself is
the kabbalas Malchus represented by the shofar.

Another interesting remez can be found in the
halachah regarding the minimum length of a
shofar: |x371 137 nxAm 12 3TNK'w 13 (Rosh
Hashanah 27b). A shofar must be long enough
that when it is grasped in one's hand, part of
the shofar remains visible on either side. The
Tur (586) defines this shi'ur as a tefach.

The poskim discuss whether this measurement
depends on the size of the individual's hand —if
a baal tokei'a has an unusually large hand, does
he need a longer shofar, oris the required length
based on the hand of an average person?

Taking this question one step further, if the
required length actually depends on the individual
baal tokei'a’s hand, what happens when he is
blowing for listeners with larger hands? If he
is being motzi them through shomei'a k'oneh,
does the shofar have to be long enough for
their hands as well? That possibility is difficult
to accept.

The tefach itself can also be understood as a
remez. The passuk says, "0 NANJ NINJY NIN
(Tehillim 39:6). A person’s lifetime, his seventy
years, can be compared to a rope, but at any
given moment he holds only one tefach of that
rope in his hand. The rope is constantly moving,
one tefach after another, and the tefach he holds
represents the present moment.

When we hold the shofar in that tefach, the
message is to focus on the present — not to
become overwhelmed by the sins of the past or
worries about the future, but to focus on where
we are right now. The awakening to teshuvah
begins with focusing on the present.

At the same time, the halachah requires nx 1w
1X3J711x37, that the shofar be visible on either
side of the hand. We should not ignore the
past or the future entirely; there must be some
awareness of what lies on either side. But our

YT wRI | 6 DOV PR N Sw WD *9awa - wITh M3



I ~ AN ENGLISH ADAPTATION OF THIS WEEK'S PARSHA PREVIEW
P R E V I E W WHICH CAN BE HEARD LIVE EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 2:15 PM

ale
o

MWTWRY G

primary focus should be on the tefach we are
holding now: to consider our present situation
and honestly assess where we are holding.

Another aspect of Rosh Hashanah is implied
in the passuk 0J7 N0 nyin Oi'. The word
teruah can be understood as a lashon of rei'us,
friendship and connection, as in the phrase
N1 Oi7W1 ninx1 nanx. Klal Yisrael must be
united in friendship with one another, and with
love for the Borei Olam. This is also part of Oi
0J7 N nyinn. Similarly, the passuk says, "UKx
13707 "9 11K "N nYIn T OV, To be an am
yod'ei teruah means to know how to connect
to other Yidden through rei'us.

The word OV can also be understood in the
sense of ninniv 0'7n3, coals whose fire has
nearly gone out. The breath blown into the shofar
fans those embers, kindling a hislahavus that
restores their madreigah.

Teruah can also connote breaking or weakening,
from the word vuin7. There may be mechitzos
separating us from Avinu Shebashamayim.
Perhaps those barriers exist only in our
perception, but in practice, they are there and
we feel them. Yom Teruah is a time to break
down those mechitzos, allowing the shofar
to remove the barriers between us and Avinu
Shebashamayim.

Teruah has additional significance as well. On
the one hand, the teruah represents bechi, crying.
The Shelah HaKadosh and other sefarim note
that the teruah is surrounded by two tekios.
The first tekiah represents the sheleimus of a
person’s neshamah before he comes down to
this world and sins. The teruah represents the
breakdown, the bechi, and the yeridah caused
by sin, while the final tekiah represents the
sheleimus attained through teshuvah.

T wRY | 7 DOV PR N Sw WD *9awa - wITh M3

But teruah can also be a teruas nitzachon, a cry
of triumph. This reflects the idea of 71X 719" yaw
0p1: The teruah may begin with brokenness and
bechi, but it is precisely from that brokenness
that a person can rise again. 17 "MawWi7 N 20y
— Hashem is close to the brokenhearted.

A heart is different from a bone. When a bone
breaks, even after it heals, it is no longer quite
the same as before. But a broken heart can
emerge stronger from the break. The bechi of
a lev nishbar can strengthen the heart, giving
it even greater power.

The sefarim find a remez to this in the word 17,
whose gematria is 32. When the lev is broken
in half, each half is 16, the gematria of "1 — vay,
a cry of pain. The broken lev then becomes
“vay, vay.” But ultimately, that cry of pain —
the teruah — can be transformed into a cry of
triumph, a teruas nitzachon, leading to the final
tekiah and the renewed sheleimus that we are
striving to attain.

Kesivah v'chasimah tovah.

This week'’s
Bishvilei Haparsha
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